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0

Line. #
0

Code
(C,S,E) 1
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0

0
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0

0
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0

0

S, C

1

11-12

S

1

15

E, S

1
2

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
The author includes commentary and opinion in several
places within the text. These are better removed from the
text and provided in the recommendation section.
It is clear from the text the author(s) have not spoken
with individuals familiar with rationale for many zoning
articles/conditions. The authors should interview
individuals who drafted or modified the ordnances over
the past 10 yrs.to ensure accuracy in the chapter and
clarify intent of the ordnances as written.
Please replace the word bylaw(s) with ordinance(s).
Bridgewater Massachusetts Town Code refers to these as
ordinances as does all recent zoning additions or
modifications of zoning by the Town Council. See
Ordinance D-2016-006
REVOCATION OF GENERAL BYLAWS AND
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES for the official change
from bylaws to ordinances. Unfortunately, the title of the
current zoning regulations still includes the word bylaw.
That wording should be corrected by the Town.
Please review the content of this chapter against the open
space and housing chapters to ensure consistency within
the CMP.
Replace the words “should clearly” with “is intended
to”; There is no place for hypothesis in this type of
document.
This is welcome but should be complementary to the
major effort made already to update zoning regulations
but currently on hold. Recognizing this and making
completion of the effort is a clear recommendation for
this chapter.

Consultant’s Response2
Will look for this kind of language throughout and either
rephrase or move to appropriate section
Taken under advisement, as remaining time and scope of
contract will allow during implementation/action
development.

A

PA – will review, but it is difficult to a provide response to
a comment that does not relay a specific issue
A
The current zoning update is mentioned later in the
document

Critical=C; Substantive=S; Editorial/Spelling/Mechanics/Other=Ed
A=Accepted, P=Partially Accepted, R=Rejected
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2. LAND USE
Page #
1

Line. #
24

Code
(C,S,E) 1
E

1

24-33

S

1

31

E

1
1

32
Image

E
S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Add “in 1656” after settlement, it is needed for setting
stage.
The discussion severely shortchanges the agricultural era
of the town and the co-land use as farming and industry
starting in the 17th century continuing through the late
1900’s. When I moved in BWTR in 1986 many referred to
it as the farm town. After that is when the farms were
turned into housing.
Delete the words “once more”. Not necessary.
I am not sure “radically” is the correct characterization.
It may have accelerated the changeover, but the major
residential growth occurred after 1985 as demonstrated
in the Housing chapter.
Delete the words “once more”. Not necessary.
The image depicts an element of the park which will
disappear by 2023.

Consultant’s Response2
A
A – will better address agricultural history

A – deleted indicated language, rephrased slightly for
clarity

A – altering the phrasing of this whole sentence
Image replaced

Inserted is an historic (1931) site plan which better
conveys the scale of the ironworks area which is on the
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Line. #

Code
(C,S,E) 1

2

1

E, S

2

4

S

2

5

S, C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
national register. Details can be found in MACRIS.

There are many other such depictions. Images of the 1904
electrical generator in the park may be a better image to
include. I have some if interested.
Why is this reasonable? By whose standards? This is
commentary that does not add to the facts. The Town
hopes to improve downtown in many ways but with
much effort and engineering based on numerous studies
completed since 2014. I suggest the wording be modified
to better reflect the Town’s hopes and aspirations versus
the subjective term reasonableness.
Delete the “despite its...,” phrase. It is not additive to the
information.
Define recently. There are data in the 2014-chapter
updates and in prior chapters of the current CMP
update. Consistency throughout the final document is
critical. Quantitative information needs to be included to
demonstrate the statement. Growth slowed after 2000,

Consultant’s Response2

A – rephrasing to reflect goals for downtown outlined
elsewhere in the plan

PA - rephrasing
A – will clarify
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Page #
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Code
(C,S,E) 1

2

5

S

2

5

E

2

7-8

S, E

2

12-13

E

2

14

S, E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
especially in the first decade due the economic
downturn, and has increased substantially in the past 2-3
years. The document needs to be made current through
2020.
The growth was in the latter quarter of the 20th century
and first decade of the 21st per documentation in the
CMP update and 2014 demographic update. This
chapter should be consistent with the data in the
demographic and other chapters of the CMP.
Delete “in the latter half of… twentieth century”. Start
sentence with Bridgewater …
Back up the statement with a table or graph; suggest it be
cumulative number by year which will clearly identify
the land uses for housing and loss of farmland which is
the major land use characteristic change since 1970, farms
to houses; also, a graph of commercial/industrial
structures built on parcels would demonstrate those
changes, especially for 2018-2020 period with Elm St.,
Bedford St., and industrial/commercial growth on the
Halifax line. Note the 2014 update indicates 66% of the
housing stock was single family, and 7.7% >8-unit
buildings.
The word “completely” is misleading as other factors
define the land use changes since the major change is
farms to subdivisions; suggest the word “many” is better
descriptor.
Change “every single” to “each non-residential …
The phase in the parenthesis is incorrect. The Industrial
zone is in Bridgewater bordering Halifax which also has
a major commercial/industrial development across RT.
106 and east of the Towns’ border. That area includes the
closed Halifax Landfill of which ~9 acres are in
Bridgewater. The owners are in the process of building
out the landfill area in Bridgewater to install a major

Consultant’s Response2

Addressing the subsequent comment makes this clearer

A
P; We can create a table or graph to show increase in
housing units by census year (1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010)
and loss of undeveloped land from available data sources,
but tracking changes in land use by parcel is unfortunately
beyond our scope.

A

A – will clarify
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Line. #

2

Table
1.1

Code
(C,S,E) 1

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
solar farm on the landfill including the acreage in
Bridgewater. Per information received during the CMPC
meetings solar farms have the highest ratio of structural
value to land value. A positive revenue land use.
The Class of Use characteristics are confusing. An
example is Residential/Agricultural class. I have not seen
this term in our zoning ordinances. Maybe a footnote
defining it? Should this characteristic be separated into
residential and agriculture with agriculture being
merged into the agricultural use category?

Consultant’s Response2

Will add definitions/explanations for use classes, consider
the potential for different approaches to classifying uses
Will see how the table looks when ranked by acreage
Not sure the extent to which the final suggestion is possible

Pease break out apartments by units; < 8 and >8. It is
important to show the present high-density
developments; this would be more consistent with
chapters to follow which have already been reviewed.
What does the “vacant” class include? Is it land under
conservation restrictions? Because the town has many
conservation restrictions, should not these be identified
as a major land use (are these included in the open space
class? If so, it needs to be clearly defined). Tnis
ultimately goes to the question of how much land is
available for development and by class.
Clarity of terms for the less informed and future readers
is critical for documents such as this. Please think about
those readers as the chapter is redrafted.
Suggestion. Rather than listing use class alphabetically,
rank order them by acres or percentage (largest to
smallest) to better visualize the information. That would
highlight the 22.7 % institutional land use as these lands
are not accessible to residential or commercial/industrial
growth.
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Code
(C,S,E) 1

2

19

S, E

3

3

S

3

16

S

3

17

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
It would be informative if the population density of each
use class were included. Maybe as population density
map.
Is the phrase “despite their importance to the town’s
economy” really needed?
Please change “only take up” with occupy or make up
There were 8409 housing units in 2012 which shows a
small growth to the 2018 number 8519. Major residential
growth has occurred since 2018. Please update the
number to reflect the last 2 yrs. of residential growth.
Add “Since 2014” suggest referencing the 2014 Housing
update (pg 2 -7)
The sentence misrepresents the major growth we are
experiencing on the eastern areas since 2017 including
Duxburrow in the eastern area. Suggest the number of
subdivisions permitted since 2012 be added or mapped
to show growth. I believe I sent a 1900- 2012 subdivision

Consultant’s Response2

PA - rephrasing

P; Will make sure number is consistent with Housing
section. We have updated to 2019 ACS figures throughout.
The intent of that line is to describe development taking
place earlier than 2014
P; statement rewritten accordingly.

Subdivisions
1990-2001 + 2001-2012.pdf

3

22

S, C

3

24

S, C

map but include it here just in case.
FYI: residential single-family dwellings were 79% of the
housing stock in 2012. If Table 1.1 is correct at 43% by
that is a huge change that must be addressed. Either the
categories have changed, or the large apartments
building has modified the percentage. Where do we find
the number of condos listed as downtown? If it is
Heritage Circle area on the west side of Main St. those
have been in place for decades first as apartments and
later as condos. Heritage Circle is not considered
downtown.
I am not sure I agree with the thought ..”few major
developments “buck the trend””. Trend means a time

Table 1.1 indicates that 43% of land in Town is taken up by
1-2 family dwellings, not that 43% of the housing stock is 12 family dwellings.

P; will change wording.
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Code
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3

Image

E,S

4

3-4

E

4

6

S

4

9-10

E, C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
series which is not considered here. Please demonstrate
the trends with graphical data. Yes, the mentioned
projects are different than single family, but I would not
call the three discussed developments a trend. The
apartment complex developments in the past 3-4 years,
especially Viva (not included here) and the new
apartment building at Plymouth and Burnell Ave.
(online soon) coupled with Axis and the proposed upper
Broad St complex could be described as trend. This
information should be graphically contrasted with the
many small subdivisions built and planned since 2012
and the major subdivisions under construction now
(e.g., Duxburrow). Please update to represent the status
as of 2020.
This image has nothing to do the topics discussed around
it. Suggest it be deleted in favor of the map suggested
above.
Delete the word easily. Also clarify developers have
turned to apartments; the town has permitted them.
Please correct the message.
As noted above Viva is not planned any longer, it is
advertising for tenants now. Please correct and clarify.
Delete the phrase “near future”. If anything, put in the
scheduled completion date of those complexes under
construction or site development.
Delete” has” after Bridgewater; not needed.
The statement “commercial activity has never spread
out” is false as is the phrase; the phrase to a large degree
is not informative.

Consultant’s Response2

R; the paragraph above the image discusses the wetlands
and water bodies in the northwest and its influence on
where development occurs.
A
A

A; will be more descriptive of the array of commercial
areas throughout town, will consider referencing 2002 MP
goals

The Winter Place area is commercial. There are several
commercial areas along Bedford St. many parcels have
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4

4

Line. #

13-14

14

Code
(C,S,E) 1

S

E

4

18

S

4

20 - 21

E, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
been developed in the past 2 years. The current
development status of these must be recognized.
It’s better to note the 2002 MP action to develop
commercial nodes throughout town was not effective
and why that is. I think the why is the Town did not
have a planner for over 15 yrs., so nobody paid attention
to the 2002 MP.
Please include the Roche Brothers Plaza on Bedford St. as
a developed commercial area. It’s an anchor area.
Note Elm St. has many commercial entities (several new
in the past 2 yrs.) which should be recognized in this
chapter. Also, the western end of Spring St. has many
commercial entities. Also, Plymouth St. where it crosses
the Town River.
Please do not use the word “strip”! It is a 1950-1960 term
and does not represent the way our commercial areas are
populated; most are well off abutting roadways. The
term also connotates undesirable development, at least in
Bridgewater.
These pockets of commercial development could be
mapped to help think of future table of uses updates.
The Town was not just an ironworking center. It was
major shoe manufacturing area including the McElwain
Factory where significant shoe making innovations were
developed. The is a federally recognized Industrial
Commercial Corridor in MACRIS. Its description would
inform the history of the area.
If the terms “several” and “isolated” are retained, a map
depicting locations must be provided so the reader can
easily understand the locations. This understanding may
also inform future zoning changes.

Consultant’s Response2

A

A

A

PA; can reference a map in this discussion, and will look at
incorporating suggestions from the 2nd half of the comment
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4

23

E, S

4

24

S, E

4
4

4

25
29

31

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
The transition from several smaller industrial areas to
major industry is poorly done. Suggest the text start with
a new paragraph with a Major Industrial Areas
section/discussion. These should be identified by
common name [“Scotland and ??]; they were developed
in the 1970s when RTs 24 and 495 were opened. I believe
the surge of housing development is also related to
opening these highways.
Please remove the supposition/speculation (i.e., “but
these plans evidently did not…). The Town knows what
happened to the mall development (at least we old
timers), the fact is a mall was not practical when Silver
City was developed. Therefore, the owner had to revise
the plan which resulted in a series of developments
starting with an office building, leading to a hotel, to
Axis, to a second office building, Viva, and now a
research/ other commercial building adjacent to the RT
24/495 exchange. (it was permitted in Nov 2020)
The Elm St. area has led to substantive develop not
“some success”. Most of the available parcels have been
developed in the last 2 years including a 300K ft2
building. This discussion must be more fully developed
to reflect the status as of 2020. Suggestion: include the
number of business operations built and building
permits issued in the past three years.

Consultant’s Response2

A

PA – will revise statements re: amount of development on
Elm St., include available data

E
E, S

The reason why these developments were possible must
be described.
Ordinance not bylaw
Add “adjacent to the Central Square and MBTA station” .

A – addressed elsewhere
A

E

The Correctional Facility has been in existence since the
1800’s please update the sentence/paragraph with an
accurate history. It hosts 4 different facilities today.
Delete “also”; it’s not additive to the statement.

A
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Code
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4

35

E

5

Table
1.2 BSU
image

E

5

1

E

5

3

S

5

13

E

5

20 &
table 1.3

S, E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Global: please capitalize Town when referring to the
Town of Bridgewater, this is a global editorial comment
Delete the words “ below, replace “breaks down”
characteristics term (suggest a reference to Table 1.1 so
the reader can quickly find the data).
Move these immediately after and within the discussion
of institutions. It is out-of-place in its current location.
Global: add the date to footnotes in tables and graphs
stating the data source (e.g., Assessor’s Office) so the
reader knows the date the information was accessed. Do
this globally please.
The Town recently completed purchase the old high
school property and building from the regional district,
so it goes into the Town Property of 2020. I think the
must also fund major maintenance costs as Town owned
property. Please ensure that is included in the facilities
chapter.
After “acres” add “of conservation land”. A map
showing ALL conservation land by the restriction holder
is necessary to complete this land use element.
Conservation land is a significant land use in
Bridgewater.
Delete “is actively’. The buildout has slowed and not
likely to occur in the near next several years.
Change expanding to expanded and add in the first two
decades of the 21st century. Please coordinate this section
with Sue McCombe.
Move this table to follow line 8 of page 6 so it does not
split across pages.

Consultant’s Response2
Town should be capitalized when referring to the Town of
Bridgewater.
A
Not sure I understand 1st comment; both are currently
under “Institutional Development”
Second comment: A

A – will look into this recent purchase

A

A

P; Tables may split across pages but we will ensure the
header rows repeat.
Map placement addressed elsewhere
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Page #

Line. #

6

6 & map
1.2

Code
(C,S,E) 1

C, S, E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Map 1.2 should be inserted here as a landscaped page.
Please make it easy on the reader to find figures and
graphs.
The map needs updating to remove the Elm St. parcels
and other parcels developed as of 2020.
Also, remove the PDD parcels available for development
as all but two small areas are now developed or under
development.
Note: the large developable commercial land (rectangle
east of Elm Street and west of North St. is a wetlands), I
have seen an old map showing a house on a small
topographic high, but that development is gone now.
The topographic high is visible in early Global earth data.
Maybe that is what was identified under these criteria.

6

6

8

Footnote
1

E.S, C

S

Major wetland areas should be a criterion to eliminate
developable land. The point, as discussed is CMPC
meetings, is there are few developable parcels remaining
in Bridgewater, especially for large scale commercial
industrial uses. There are some large Town owned
parcels that could be developed into solar fields.
End sentence at criteria. Delete “however” and start a
new sentence with “This number will likely… and delete
“further”. It’s not additive and is speculative
Why not finish this assessment by factoring
environmental concerns into the report. Please do not
give hope of development where it’s not possible.
Why not include these as possible development parcels
given the CH 61… lands can be taken out of Ch 61 if the
owner wishes to sell or develop?

Consultant’s Response2

Without specific information, we are limited to the
available data, which is 2019 assessors records. We can add
a note clarifying that some parcels may no longer be
available for development. If you provide information for
particular parcels along Elms St and the PDD district that
have been developed, we can consider updating the map to
reflect this. Aerial data from google maps still seems to
indicate some of these parcels are not yet developed, and
so without specific parcel information, we cannot make
these changes. An easier alternative may simply be
updating the legend names. J

We created a map overlaying the wetlands map with what
the assessor labels “developable,” but as noted on the
original map and in the chapter text, that definition is
based on meeting dimensional requirements.
A; see previous comment re: developable land

It is true these could be developable parcels in the future,
and the plan should be clearer on that point; not sure they
should be classed as fully “developable” however.
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Page #

Line. #

Code
(C,S,E) 1

7

4

E

7

4-7

E,S, C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Otherwise please the rationale why these are not
included in the assessment.
Ordnance not bylaw. Change “will” to “may”! It is not a
given the landscape will change.
Sentence is long and run on. I do not accept the premise
that the current ordinance is a measure of successes and
failures as it does not contain that type of information.

Consultant’s Response2
I’d argue that some change is inevitable over the long term,
but will reconsider phrasing.
Taken under advisement.

Only actions of the two zoning boards speak to success
or failure. Please rewrite the paragraph to better reflect
what zoning does for a municipality. Or some type of
historical map showing development history trends.

7

11

E

Please don’t use phrases like “what will be done on the
ground”; it is jargon. A more succinct expression is to
change the phrase after the comma to “ultimately zoning
prevails”.
Delete “that” – it’s not needed.

PA; will rephrase

change “their” to “the” – don’t personalize in this type of
document;
Change category to categories and end the sentence
there.

7

10

E

7
7

13
15-16

E
E, S

Begin the next statement with “For example, …” to make
easier reading.
Modify the statement in the interest of succinctness.
Delete “fortunately” (unnecessary commentary) and
rewrite as follows: Bridgewater’s ordinances are explicit
regarding the purpose of specialized zoning districts.
Add “and Town Council since 2011”
Make the paragraph less wordy; move “use” at end of
line 15 before category and delete the preposition.

PA - rephrasing

A
A
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Page #

Line. #

Code
(C,S,E) 1

7

18

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Modify the sentence in line 16 to “The logic behind much
of Bridgewater’s zoning is density control. Zones within
the three major zoning classes (list x, y, & z) do not differ
dramatically regarding dimensional aspects and allowed
uses. Rather each zone within each class …”.
Line 18: where is Figure 1.1? Is it referencing Map1.1? If
so, change the reference to map and imbed the Map
within the document here so the reader does not have to
search for it!
Map 1.1 has too many categories for effective conveyance
the 2020 of land use status especially to the uninformed
public. The chapter should build to the overall Map 1.1
through a series of less complicated maps.

Consultant’s Response2

P; Will fix reference in line 18, but it is our practice to place
most maps in 11x17 format at the end of the chapter so
detail is not lost.
P; we revised map 1.1 to reduce the categories.

There are also errors in the presentation. The most
obvious error is the PDD across from the Nip. Most of
this PDD is now built out including a new office hotel,
new office building, Viva and a recently permitted
multiuse commercial/industrial building.
The Industrial 1A area on Rt 104 bordering E.
Bridgewater and Halifax is not visible on the map. I was
not aware of the industrial designation SE of the prison
complex (must be the brickworks) nor off curve street
where major subdivision has broken ground.
The civic/institutional category must be differentiated
regarding conservation restrictions and institutional
uses. With few exceptions, these lands cannot be
developed and as such contribute to the “vacant” lands.
Several small “landlocked” Town parcels are drainage
basins and cannot be developed. Providing this
information as a map will be far more informative than
as presented in Map 1.1

This is standard for a land use map.
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8

8

Line. #

1-3

6

Code
(C,S,E) 1

E

E, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)

Consultant’s Response2

The green colors are too close to easily differentiate Open
Space/Rec from vacant land.

We updated the colors.

As noted above, please develop a series of Maps showing
fewer uses on each. I suggest maps depicting the three
major zoning classes with specific zones within the class
to enhance and clarify the presentation and discussion.
Map 1.1 can be included as a role up to support a
summary paragraph of the Town’s 2020 status regarding
land use and future areas for development or zoning
boundary changes.

R

For example. a map of industrial and commercial
zoning, one of residential zones, one of institutional and
conservation land, and depicting vacant land would
bring clarity to the discussion and enable more effective
future planning. A map depicting vacant land is critical
to the future planning as developable vacant land is so
limited.
The sentence is too long and convoluted. Simplify by
ending it after “outward”. Editing the remaining phrases
to convey the fact that these are located near the major
highways. Lose the “pulled toward”. It’s jargon and does
not convey the rationale for commercial/industrial
nearer highways. Access to freeways is the central
reason.
L1: Is prescribes the best word? I think a stronger term
may be imposes or stipulates.
The phrase “seems to be hoping to” not useful (its
commentary) and reflects a lack of understanding of our
zoning development history. This is disconcerting as one
who has worked on zoning issues in Bridgewater for

PA

A
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Page #

Line. #

Code
(C,S,E) 1

8

9

S

8

10

E

8

16-17

E

8

Table 15

S

8

Table 15

S

9

Table 15
Table 15

E

9

9

Table 15

E, S

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
over 15 years. Modifying the phrase to “expects” will
better represent what the Town wants to become.
Identify the 35 ft height limit by zones. The sentence is
not informative as written.
Delete the commentary “it is not surprising” and provide
data to inform potential future zoning modifications.
Change bylaws to ordinances
Delete “easily” unnecessary commentary
Delete “back” – unnecessary
Change “old” to 2002 and add after Plan “and approved
2014-Chapter updates (demographics, housing, open
space and action/implementation plan and schedule)”
Please incorporate recommendations of the 2014 actions
and status for housing and open space as provided
previously.
Second row. Please recognize some of the distributed
commercial centers recommended in the 2002 MP were
developed as previous noted. Winter Place area comes
readily to mind.
Please keep the table on a single page
First row on this page: add Gateway Districts’ zoning
require a Design Review Committee as advisory to the
PB and includes extensive design criteria the PB must
consider for developments within these two districts.
An aside. These Districts were supposed to be overlays
as they split lots. However, the language approved by
the Town did not included the term overlay, so these are
now districts.
2nd row on P9: Should the subdivision rules be included
here? We have two that compete. A natural resources
and more standard set of rules. The natural resources
zoning was promulgated to prevent clear cutting of trees

Consultant’s Response2
A
A
PA

A
A

P; this is not always possible, but we will ensure the top
row of tables repeats.
Will add more of this detail

The Town’s Open Space subdivision regulations definitely
fall under the “cluster development” category; agreed on
your last point
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Code
(C,S,E) 1

Page #

Line. #

9

Table 15

S

9

3-4

S

9
9
10
10

10
20
14
13

E
E
E
?

10

22

E

10

23

S

10

24

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
which substantially reduce carbon dioxide removal thus
add CO2 to climate modification. It is a green rule which
should be the primary if not only subdivision rule.
Note the explosive growth modified into a steady
increase in housing and population since the 2009
housing crash. Bridgewater is now a City of well over
27K residents; our registered voter numbers have
increase from ~16.6K in 2016 to over 18.2K in 2020 (per
November 2020 secretary of state data). The housing
chapter should be forward referenced regarding growth
since 2018 which is substantial.
Chart is mostly correct but should note if any activity
resulted. For example, the Waterford Village Smart
Growth has not happened.
Delete “one” and “each”. Not needed
Change more friendly to friendlier
Remove “for” after “This allows”. Its not necessary
Should this recent zoning be included in the graphic on
page 9? If it is the chart needs clarification as to specifics.
Add “developed” after owned and delete the phrase
starting with “which was… “ Removes unnecessary
extra words
Clarify the MHEC is an overlay. Suggestion adding: The
MHEC overlay (or zone if it is that) …
Delete the conjecture “very likely to have been” and
replace with facts. There are folks, specifically the owner
who started this a couple of decades ago, and others who
have good background information on the whys and
wherefores. I believe he wanted to phase the
development or may have been restricted as to allowed
acreages or topography.

Consultant’s Response2

Taken under advisement. We have updated the housing
chapter to include residential building permits from 2018
and 2019.

This is discussed later; will consider making this clearer in
this section
Will rephrase
A
A
Page 9 graphic currently refers to new zoning districts &
overlays only, which wouldn’t include retreat lot
provisions
A
The MHEC appears to be a full zoning district; will clarify
A
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2. LAND USE
Page #
10

10

10

Line. #
25

27

29-31

Code
(C,S,E) 1
E

E

E, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
“given these standards” is unnecessary. Start with “The
MHEC is nearly built out…” or included a percentage
completed
Clarification: one of the 50 acre lots (name the lot) is
completed the other is rapidly filling (name it and
provide a % complete as of 2020).
The wording does not represent the development
process. The owner asked Town Meeting to create the
over 55 zoning on has farm. He retains land ownership
and residents own the structure. Its especially important
fabric to Bridgewater. I’m not sure if other properties or
owners want to develop over 55 housing. It’s a good
question to address in the housing chapter.
Structurally the phrase “ in the 1990’s” should be moved
to the end of the sentence.
End sentence after seniors.
Add a comma after age
Delete so as. Not needed

Consultant’s Response2
A; will investigate status of MHEC lots

A

A

Change should “consider to …age”

11

18

Comment

11
12

29
1

E
E

Additional age-restricted development will be important.
The location can be address in the recommendations
stemming from this paragraph.
The purpose of this zoning is to eliminate clear cutting
and provide an environmentally sustainable option.
Thanks for indicating it should be the priority rule. This
should be a strong recommendation.
add “the” after “than” and before “traditional”
End sentence after Approaches.
Replace “Although” with “Note,”
Modify the commentary into a recommendation or delete
as this may be questionable if even doable.

A

Instead of “a”? Accepted
Taken under advisement; leaning towards deletion
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Page #
12

Line. #

Code
(C,S,E) 1
General

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Commentary is distracting in the text. These are properly
made in the recommendations section.

Consultant’s Response2
Taken under advisement

Please modify commentary or delete.

12
12

9
11

E
E

12

12

E

12

17

E

12

26-27

S

12

32-33

ES

13

24-25

E, S

13

31

E

Note: Town citizens are generally aware of issues made
as commentary statements; hence the authors should
consider this in the chapter revision.
Delete one “in”
Add commas after feet, and bedroom, to complete the
series
“As before” is commentary. It must find its way into the
recommendations
Suggest adding Bridgewater is a right-to-farm
community. It is an important accessory use.
Please recognize the CBD zoning was modified in 2018 to
gain flexibility under the special permit conditions.
Please update the discussion to reflect this.
Change “area” to zoning district and delete the phrase
“in terms of land area”
End sentence after Route 28. It’s too long and complex.
Change “but the” to “In contrast, the heart …”
The sentence starting with “The design standards
presented … “ is not a complete sentence; it’s not clear
what is intended here.
Commentary needs fixing. Suggest the sentence starting
with “… seem like an attempt… to recreate” be change to
“are designed to ensure these gateways are developed
consistent with the surrounding structures.”

A
A
Not sure where this appears
A
A
A

Will rephrase to clarify
A

As a codeveloper of the two Gateway Districts zoning
which as noted previously were intended as overlays
were passed to avoid these gateways becoming “strip
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2. LAND USE
Page #

Line. #

Code
(C,S,E) 1

13

32-35

S, E

14
14

17
21

S
E

14
15

34
5

E, S.
E

15
16

Rest of
the page
11

E

16

12

S

16

31

E

17

Figure
1.2?

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
malls”. Please don’t use the term strip malls except as a
statement the Town does not want these in our gateway
districts. (Note: hence the requirement for Design Review
Committee and extensive set of Design Guidelines) and
to preserve and enhance initial impressions of the Town.
The sentences starting with “Rather” are unclear and
must be redrafted to reflect the true purpose of zoning!
Add after 2016 “and 2018”
Correct the maximum density to 26 per CBD incentive
clauses.
something is missing from the line starting after “the”
Please address/modify the “likely” commentary per
prior requests. Please address the prior comments as
there has been substantial development in several
locations since 2018
Pease review and correct any commentary or otherwise
inconsistencies per prior comments on this issue
Change “will allow” to “enables”. it’s a stronger
statement that way
Please update this discussion as the Elm St. discussion is
now dated. The upgrade was completed in Nov. 2020.
Note many structures have been permitted and built.
There are few parcels left for industrial/commercial
development.
Figure 1.1 below? Should it be Fig 1.2?
As noted previously, this district is scheduled for 85-90%
built out by 2021. The figure should also include “has
been developed already”. Otherwise, it’s mostly useless.

Consultant’s Response2

Taken under advisement; text addressed to reflect the
intent as expressed in your prior comment; however, other
limitations (such as the reliance on automobile
infrastructure) still effect the resulting build-out.
A; as per previous response, we will address 2018 changes
A
Will fix
Will rephrase

Taken under advisement
A
Will update with current information

Every other visual element in the plan is either a “Map” or
a “Table”; this should probably be a “Table” or
incorporated in-text
This will be noted in the plan; given the level of buildout, it
may not even be necessary to discuss these allowed uses in
the first place
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2. LAND USE
Page #
17

Line. #
2

Code
(C,S,E) 1
E

17

9

S, E

18

6

E

18
18

17
21-22

E
E

19

2-3

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Please revise the personal commentary from the section.
I’m not sure what is intended by the paragraph given the
noted nearly total build out.
Change “appears to be a success” to “has successfully
built and attracted large-scale developments”. The
paragraph does not do justice to these major
improvements to the Town since 2017. Also note Elm St
and the PDD were included by OCPD in 2015 as a
regional PDD.
Change “they have to” then delete “large amount of”.
The PB has discretion, whether it is large or small is not
relevant.
Delete “as well”. Not needed
End first sentence after “straightforward.” Remove
commentary unless backup data is presented. Any
opinions on our zoning must be relegated to
recommendations.
Please clarify the statements. The initial announced
public purpose for the zoning revision was a simple
cleanup and reorganization. It turned into a complete
rewrite over which citizens had serious concerns and
objections. Hence, it is on hold pending completion of
the CMP update stated during CMPC discussions.

Consultant’s Response2
This section will be rephrased when addressing the level of
build-out in the district
Taken under advisement

A

A
Will rephrase and move relevant items to
recommendations section
Will clarify these statements

Completing this project should be a critical action of the
CMP.

19

8

S

It is important this chapter is clear on the status and
intent going forward. Completion of the zoning update is
a measurable action.
I’m not sure from whence this comes. Per the draft text, I
think the recommendation should be prioritize the
Natural Resources zoning as the preferred (only)
subdivision rule and regulation.

Not sure I understand the comment – you and the
document seem to be saying the same thing. Perhaps this
means clarification is needed
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Page #
19

Line. #
14

Code
(C,S,E) 1
S

19

21

E, S.

19

32

C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Please define WVOD. I agree this is a priority. Please
review the Housing Production Plan and 2020-2014 CPC
5-yr Plan for relevant information and possible actions. If
it is not included in these, updating in the HPP is a high
priority, especially if it is due for update in the next year
or two.
Yes, a serious review of the current zoning boundaries
and uses is important, and urgent.
Please define form-based zoning. I do not recall its prior
use in this chapter not understand its meaning.
As heard during the December CMPC Public Forum and
December CMPC meeting, there is strong opposition to
reducing the special permit role of our zoning.

Consultant’s Response2
PA – will clarify terms and pull in relevant information
from other plans. It seems like the HPP recommendation is
a better fit for the Housing section; agree that it is
important
Will clarify

The revisions to this recommendation as presented at the
12/14/20 CMPC meeting seemed to be received more
positively, will change this section accordingly

As stated in the breakouts and forum debrief, special
permits give the Town much great flexibility to
customize developments to fit the town’s liking and not
accept, for example, constructing a 4 or 5 story building
in inappropriate locations as of right! Not having flexible
control is problematic for citizens.
20

3

20

Maps

C, S

This recommendation needs revision.
delete “and” from and/or. Clarity in the use of “and/or’
shorthand is necessary. Clarity requires use of “this and
that” or this or that. If both are appropriate, “this or that
or both” is cleaner English and clearly defines when both
are ok.
I have addressed several of the maps above. Please do
not place them at the end of the chapter. That location is
reader unfriendly and modern text processing makes
insertion following first citation easy.

Will rephrase

We are planning to move the maps in final production.
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Page #

Line. #

Code
(C,S,E) 1

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Providing less cluttered maps focused on the zoning
topic under discussion. This ensures critical
communication clarity and understanding.
Map 1.2 suggests several developable parcels that have
already been developed or are in the middle of major
wetlands. Overlaying environmental factors is a must for
effective messaging of developable parcels going
forward.
Does the Town have a zoning map not produced by a
local engineering firm? A recommendation for Town
staff expertise with GIS skills and ability to make critical
land use and environmental protection/conservation
area overlays available online is important going
forward. The Town needs to move into 21st century
capabilities. I know it is a facilities issue but cross cuts
land development and public information.

Consultant’s Response2
Unfortunately without specific parcel information, we
hesitate to update the data we are working with. We have
done the best we can to add some parcels we know are
currently being developed.
We also created a new version of this map with a wetlands
overlay.

Not aware of any other current zoning maps used by the
Town. Agree on your comment about making all overlays
easily available online and having staff resources to
produce maps internally.
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Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)3

1-23
1-23

All
All

E
O

1-23

All

C

1-23

All

C

1-23
1-1

All
1.1

S
S

1-1

Fig. 1

S

1-1

2

E

1-1

3

S

1-1

Last

E

1-1

Last

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Global - Does Bridgewater officially define itself as a
“Town” or a “City”? It has adopted a City form of
government, but is that definitive?
Good start; some sections appear dated already
Please use line number for future drafts; much easier
way to enable commenting
Figures are too small; text unreadable without a
magnifying glass
Lacks future look concerns
Goal recommendations missing.
Mention of need for accessible networks by those with
disabilities (is there data?)
Unclear how text on 100 residents is derived
“Bridgewater workers are more likely to walk to work
than residents.”- is this applying to residents who
work in town or residents from other towns walking
to Bridgewater for work.
Need to plan ahead, could effect traffic. Consider
previous projects – McElwan, Burrill Place, Plymouth
Place, 104 Lakeshore, housing boom off Cherry Street.
Additional traffic volume is not mentioned
Use of in order in front of phase to .. is unfortunately
common but poor English; globally remove
Last 2 sentences : how does F2 support this statement;
clarify

Consultant’s Response4
Known as Town of Bridgewater according to Home Rule
Charter5
Take under advisement
Take under advisement
Take under advisement
Take under advisement – can address future concerns via
recommendations
Goals & strategies to be included in final document?
Take under advisement based on available data. Senior needs
discussed during public engagement process
Based on Census data scaled to number of residents per 100
residents using each mode as a way to illustrate data
It applies to both workers who live in Bridgewater as well as
other towns
Take under advisement

Take under advisement
A

Critical=C; Substantive=S; Editorial/Spelling/Mechanics/Other=E
A=Accepted, P=Partially Accepted, R=Rejected
5
https://www.bridgewaterma.org/DocumentCenter/View/353/Bridgewater-Home-Rule-Charter-PDF?bidId
3
4
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Page #
1-1
1-2

Para. #
All
Fig.2

Code
(C,S,E)3
S
C

1-2
1-2
1-2

1
1
1

E
E
E

1-2

1st

1-2

2nd

C

1-2

2

E

1-3

1

S

1-3

1

E

1-3

1st

C

1-3

Fig3

S

1-3

2nd

S

1-3
1-3

2
2nd

E
S

1-4

1

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Does transportation data include buses, trains, etc.?
Where is destination of walkers? Can make a big
deference in how the data is interpreted.
“College” is replaced with “University”
Does “circulation” apply to vehicle traffic?
Foot note references multiple sources - should be
separated
How does correctional traffic shape transportation
pattern? I have never heard that this traffic causes a
problem.
Is the miles of local roads correct? I though it was
nearer 300.
“120 miles” is replaced with “138 miles”

Questioning the last phrase “while supporting vehicle
miles travelled”
“…while supporting vehicle miles traveled.’- should
this be “reducing vehicle miles traveled.”?
Are you suggesting people use vehicles to get from
place to place in the downtown? Clarify area to which
this refers
Add a layer showing major industrial areas in town;
also educational facilities; include a legend.
Address pedestrian/bike movement in areas outside
the CBD.
“OCPC” has not been identified in this Section,
Address pedestrian/bike movement in areas outside
the CBD.
Where is Haseotes Mass Wildlife Trail. First two
paragraphs highlighted. Third bullet point bicycle
what

Consultant’s Response4
A – yes
R – census data reports mode to work and not specific locations
A
Yes
A – Local roads information comes from Roadways Dept and
highway information comes from MassDOT. Will adjust
footnotes to distinguish data sources.
Take under advisement – not necessarily a problem, but an
influence of traffic patterns
Take under advisement based on data available; Roadways
Dept indicates 120 miles.
What is the source of 138 miles? Roadways Dept indicates 120
miles of local roads; MassGIS/MassDOT indicates 139 miles.
The difference may be due to private roads that are not
maintained by the Town.
A – should read “reducing”
A
A
Take under advisement
A
A
A
Take under advisement. Unclear what entire comment refers
to. Last bullet reads “ A bicycle network that connects to
conservation areas and open space”
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Page #
1-4

Para. #
1

Code
(C,S,E)3
E

1-4

1

E

1-4

1st

Ed

1-4

1

E

1-4

2

E

1-4

2

E

1-4

Bullet list

S

1-4

Header

1-4

Last

Ed

1-4

Last

Ed

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
“This trail provides the community with greater
access.”- should “greater be removed or does the
comparison target need to be supplied.
“is a starting point” – Is there an active plan in
implementation making this a starting point or should
it be “can be”
Use of bay Circuit Trail isn’t really relevant; not sure if
these are to include biking or just walking. Clarify
please
Words in paragraph and bullet points are cut off by
image, and page number missing
This paragraph should be simplified, sentences are
repeating partial information
How much of Downtown Revitalization plan is
complete? What is still in process? Still relevant to
thinking today?
Text suggest these have been implemented. They have
not resulted in any substantive improvements, thus
remain only recommendations
Revise to Central Square as that is all the discussion
addresses;
Revise “Central Square is the junction of Routes 28,
104, and 18 in town” to Central Square joins Routes 28,
104, and 18. Change “more safe” to safer
Change: “Town Council approved the new vision for
the revitalization of Downtown Bridgewater and the
2014 Downtown Revitalization Plan was completed.”
to Town Council approved a vision for the
revitalization of Downtown Bridgewater. Remove
“and the 2014 Downtown Revitalization Plan was
completed.” As is it implies, we have implemented the
recommendations which we have not!

Consultant’s Response4
A
A
Take under advisement
A
A
New study completed in 2020 to address some elements of
revitalization plan as noted on pg. 1-13
A
A
A
PA – will clarify text
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Page #
1-4

Para. #
Fig. 4

Code
(C,S,E)3
S&C

1-4

Added

C

1-5
1-5

1
Parking
P.1

S
Ed

1-5

Fig. 5

C

1-5

Table 1

1-5
1-5
1-6

1
2
1st

S
E
Ed

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Provide readable legend Identify the top one as a)
and bottom as b) and reference appropriately in the
text.
Legend in bottom figure does not line up with colors
in the map. This figure must be a half page image or
landscaped to be effective. Make sure to note the data
in the bottom figure are average daily from several
studies completed over several years. Also need to
clarify if recent rush hour traffic is included and how
it influences the average. I think the map tries to
convey this but needs more discussion on the timing
etc. People primarily complain about those time. This
granularity is central to future thinking and decisions.
The report needs to address to important emerging
aras. 1) trend towards EV vehicles and what that
means to the Town (feeds to infrastructure chapter)
and 2) emerging rapid local transportation technology
Have adopted paid parking
First Para. is not clear. I don’t believe the majority of
the onstreet and parking lots are designated as
indicated in the text.
Add a legend; arrow on summer street does not show
the no left turn onto Summer St. when headed south
on R18. To make that turn one must go around the
square. Make figure bigger so directional lines show
better.
Lack of signage needs to be clarified. There is an
excess of signs around the common. Police chief
indicated signage needs to be reduced
Add to bullet points “Review circulation patterns”
“previously completed studies” should be identified
Don’t need the words “The following” in front of
Table 2.

Consultant’s Response4
PA – maps created by OCPC, will revise caption. Unsure what
data is being referred to on this map.

Take under advisement in strategies/recommendations?

Take under advisement
Take under advisement
Take under advisement

A
A
A – previous studies listed in Table 1
A
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Page #
1-6

Para. #
1

Code
(C,S,E)3
E

1-6

1

E

1-6

Table 1

S

1-6
1-6

Table 2
Last
bottom
right
column
Fig 6

E
S

1-7

C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Why are the “roads and highways” grouped like thisconsistent with state or federal
Any significant trend increase/decrease in VPD? How
does previous 5/10-yr trend look? Future outlook?
Route 28 vehicles per day column: clarify the school
street location as the intersect with Bedford St. Also,
should reference Fig 6 showing the data. I suggest
citing the figure first to set stage, then discuss the table
data. Include the date (month and year) of all studies
in the table so people can understand the various time
periods sampled, table has room to add a column
showing this. South St. data is particularly dated.
Discussion needs to get into the findings of the most
recent OCPD traffic report as it shows total counts in
the central Sq. area have not changed substantially
over the past several years even though traffic
backups have gotten worse.
Last line has two references in the same line
Traffic count too old

While the way the collector data is treated may meet
state data requirements, my travel around town
suggests the following streets are also collectors.
High/Central especially from the Rt 18 intersection
heading west through Pleasant St. (Rt104; rush hour
traffic is moderate to heavy); Vernon (people use it a
bypass to points south especially rush hours), Elm,
(traffic will increase when the current upgrade is
completed next year and industry develops);
Flagg/Auburn/Walnut (major developments planned
and permitted).

Consultant’s Response4
Federal classification system
Take under advisement
Take under advisement

A
R – most recent data available from existing sources

Take under advisement
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Page #
1-7

Para. #
Fig. 6

Code
(C,S,E)3
S

1-7

Image

S

1-7

Image

S

1-8
1-8

E
E

1-8

1
Left
Column
3

1-8

Para. 3

Ed & S

1-8

E
E
Ed
E

Footnote 5 (not 55)
Should be 5 not 55
Should be Chris Delmonte, not Chris Belmonte

A
A
A

1-8

Footnote
“55”
Footnote
Footnote
Footnote
5
4

Clarify “…5% for 2012 to 2014.6. During this time
there were four pedestrian crashes located at Bedford
Street and School Street, two at the intersection north
of the Square, and one at Plymouth Street and
Summer Street.” Suggest it be changed to the
confluence of Summer, Bedford and Main Sts. I
thought we had a pedestrian death in this area a few
years ago. A recent crash death at Grove and Bedford
also
Footnote should be 5

E

1-9
1-9

Table 3
Tbl 3

S
Ed

Title of insert “The Bridgewater Police…” appears to
have a relic footnote
More recent data to see trends
Clarify “I-495 @ Fall River Expressway Route 24” as I495 @ Route 24 (Fall River Expressway). South or
north bound? Few know that roadway as the Fall

A – footnote should correspond with footnote “66” (or 55)
Chris Belmonte interview
Most recent available data at time of writing
A

1-8
1-8
1-8

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Text boxes are trying to make assessment and
recommendation points. Not sure this construct is
effective.
Flag street is used for out of Central Square beyond
Winter Place
In regards to the “Left and right turn issues from
Pleasant Street onto Main Street” – questions what
about south?
Third sentence – sings should be signs
Seventh bullet point – Winder Street should be Winter
Street
Add pedestrian death statistics

Consultant’s Response4
Take under advisement
Take under advisement
A – this should read “onto South Street”
A
A
Take under advisement. Can add general data about vehicular
speed and likelihood of pedestrian survival in a crash
A – will clarify

A
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Code
(C,S,E)3

Page #

Para. #

1-10

S

1-10

1 (2
counting
Pavemen
t
Manage
ment)
2 (3)

10

4

E

1-10
1-10

4(5)
4(5)

S
E

1-10
1-10

Tbl.4
Footnote
7

Ed
S

1-10

1-11
1-11

Footnote
7
Footnote
8
1
1st

1-11

2

S

1-11

2

E

1-10

S

S
E
S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
River Expressway. Is one of these intersections of Rt
24 & exit 15 in Bridgewater? Table needs to be clarify
using local terms,
Local Transit- Can Bus be flagged down in either
direction and how can it be flagged down

Consultant’s Response4

PA – will provide additional information as available

Is the additional service only for BSU students?
References to “routes” in the subsequent sentences
should be clarified/defined.
First sentence should say “the Towns Department of
Elder Affairs”
Reference should be to “Route 106” not “Route 6”
“selected addressed” needs to be corrected to reflect
how service works
Should Exit 15 in Bridgewater be referenced?
Answer to question Does Bridgewater have a
pavement management plan? – “We are beginning
Street Scan
Not at present but may be under development. Check
with Town Manager
Footnote should include date website was accessed

PA – will revise to clarify who can use service. Routes and
schedules shifting due to Covid will provide clarification to
extent possible
A

“circulating” should be “circling”
Note these are divided highways; text needs to
include refence to exit 15 on Rt 24 which directly
assess Bridgewater and experiences major backups
during rush hours
Bridgewater Farm Supply and junk yards are on the
other side of Town, which takes them through the
center
The lead “Being” is not needed

A
A

A
A – should read “selected address”
Take under advisement
A – will update based on available information
Unclear on comment
A

A
A
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Page #
1-11

Para. #
2

Code
(C,S,E)3
S

1-11

2

S

1-11
1-11

3
3

S
S

1-11

3

C

1-11

3rd

S

1-12

Fig. 8

C

1-13

Tbl. 5

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
In regards to freight and truck routes, were
Chuckran’s and Bridgewater Farm considered? They
typically use the northern or north eastern part of
Town.
Truck traffic also comes up 104 from points east to
access 24. Is there any information regarding that
traffic?
See OCPC materials in relation to Commuter Rail
Is the 1.5 mile distance based on the through college
route?
Regarding the comment on Burrill Ave/Great Hill
sidewalks- there is a pedestrian walkway that
connects Burril Ave directly to the MBTA Platform
area- pedestrians would not walk to Great Hill for
transit. There is an issue that Plymouth Street has
sidewalks but there are no connecting sidewalks on
Great Hill. Walkers east of BSU on Plymouth need to
go all the way to the Football field to access sidewalks
that lead to the train station
Paragraph should be made into two paragraphs; 2nd
one should begin with sentence beginning with Figure
8, …
Figure and supporting text do not take into
considerations the many other pedestrian routes to the
train statins e.g., from Waterford village, from
residences south of the university, and soon to be new
apartment building in the CBD. Focusing only on the
way from Central Square to the station does not do the
town justice. I disagree that pedestrian access is
limited as routes through the university and the
railroad pedestrian underpass enable access from the
south and west. Figure needs to show other viable
pedestrian routes (pedestrian collectors?).
The report states: “There is not a direct connection
between the station and Central Square without

Consultant’s Response4
Take under advisement

Take under advisement
Take under advisement
Unclear – distance is .5 miles through BSU campus, 2 miles
using street network
A

Take under advisement

A - Will revise language
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Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)3

1-13

1st

Ed

1-13

1st

Ed

1-13
1-13

E
S

1-13

2
1 (Table
5)
1 (Table
5)
3rd bullet
point
2

1-13
1-13

2
2, 3

E
S

1-13

5

E

1-13/114
1-14

5,1,2

E

1.3

S

1-13
13

S
S
S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
traveling through BSU campus.” Why is this
presented as problem? It’s very convenient.
The report states: “There are several current
transportation initiatives for improving mobility and
safety in Bridgewater.” This is misleading. Should
say There are several completed and in progress
transportation…
“The planning efforts are documented in the Current
Trends section of the report.” Edit as noted with
strikeouts above. Include the status of each study the
1st 4 bullets are complete. The last is an under way
regional effort. The Town Council adopted a complete
street policy in 2016ish which needs to be cited at a
minimum
Status of Current Planning projects?
Date of website source access
Ridership relates to inbound rides only. Why is this
distinguished and are outbound arrivals tracked?
Mitchell Elementary School has been closed for
multiple years
Are the referenced initiatives the plans listed
subsequently, or are there additional initiatives that
are being acted upon by Bridgewater.
Status of Current Planning projects?
Are the 2019 studies complete, if not when will they be
completed?
Where does the Complete Streets definition come
from?
Descriptions of completed studies should be in past
tense
Expand local transit for seniors – add and disabled (is
there data?)

Consultant’s Response4
A – will update status of plans completed in 2020

A – will update status of plans completed in 2020. Complete
Streets plan is cited.

A – will provide update
A
R – This is how data is reported from MBTA
Refers to Mitchell Elementary School located at Middle School
Initiatives are the plans listed subsequently
A – will provide update
A – will update status of studies completed in 2020
A – MassDOT – will define in chapter
A
A
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Code
(C,S,E)3
C

Page #
1-14

Para. #
1st Para
under
trends

1-14

2

E

1-14
1-14
1-14

3
3
3rd Para

S
E
Ed

1-14
1-14

4
5

E
S

1-14

6

E

1-14

6

S

1-15

1

E

1-15

1

Ed

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Not sure I agree with the summary. I don’t think
downtown is a popular destination that is why we are
trying to revitalize it. The 2014 revitalization plan
thoroughly documented there is plenty of available
parking downtown, especially when properly utilized
as noted in the text that follows.
In Downtown Activity the use of popular is
questioned in “popular destination”
What does “limited” apply to?
Should be “Input, received through…”
Change “has been raised” to was as that study is in the
past.
1st sentence should be divided into two.
Will freight patterns need to be further explored or
not?
“Connections” appears to be used as a term of art>
Does it refer to intermodal connections, routes to
certain destination?, In the last sentence the dependent
clause says that connections are needed for
connecting.
Can Bridgewater request expanded BAT service?
Should relevant information be included here?
Last sentence should say “has demonstrated interest
in a branded wayfinding” not “has demonstrated
interested is a branded wayfinding”
Edit as noted: The 2017 Open Space and Recreation
Plan includes goals to maintain trails, increase access
to the waterfront areas, and create and preserve townwide regionally linked trails and parks system that
connects neighborhoods and various open space and
recreational amenities. The community has
demonstrated interest in a branded wayfinding
system to better connect open space and recreational

Consultant’s Response4
A – will revise text

A – Will rephrase
A – Will clarify
A
A
A
A - Will clarify
A - Will clarify

Take under advisement
A
A
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Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)3

1-15

2

E

1-15

2

Ed

1-15

3

S

1-15

3

S

1-15

3rd

Ed

1-15

4

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
areas. Concepts have been presented to the Town
Council for approaval
First sentence should say “for all ages are essential to a
thriving community” not “the thriving community”
Easily accessible streets with multimodal options for
all ages are essential to the thriving community..
Families with young children and seniors are
important demographics in Bridgewater that must
move safely throughout town. Issues identified by the
community that impact family-friendly streets include
traffic bottlenecks, speeding on rural and
neighborhood roads, and congestion around schools.
Where did the information in the text box come from
regarding Bridgewater’s MassDOT application in
October 2018
Inset- states, but does not say how, hat safety will be
improved
Second half of Para is very confusing. Revisions
suggested
Under that plan community input and a contracted
review of the existing transportation network
including pedestrian and bicycle level of comfort,
crash locations, walking and biking demand, BAT
routes and ridership, and points of interest in Town
were compiled. Community input generated
information on transportation needs, including
walking connections, biking connections, safety,
access for people with disabilities, and transit. The
public process revealed interest in an interconnected
town wide sidewalk network.
Are these priorities currently included in ongoing
projects or are they aspirational priorities?

Consultant’s Response4
A
A

Text box to be removed as application for funding no longer
relevant
Text box to be removed as application for funding no longer
relevant
A

will clarify
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Page #
1-16

Code
(C,S,E)3
E

1-16

Para. #
3rd row,
middle
column
Table 7

1-16

Tbl. 7

1-17

1 and 2

S/E

1-17
1-17
1-17
1-17

Fig 10
2nd
2
2

Ed
S
S
S

1-18

1

E

1-18

1st

S

1-18

S

1-18

1st under
Downto
wn
activity
header
2

1-18

2nd

Ed

S

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Says “Center Street to improve sign distances,
speeding” should replace ‘sign’ with ‘sight lines’ and
add ‘reduce’ prior to speeding
If these projects are in process the status should be
included, or if they are aspirational that should be
stated.
Rank #3: This intersect may be less important than the
Center St/Pleasant St. intersection as its Center Mt.
Prospect priority is likely related to the current
elementary school situation which should be corrected
in 3 to 4 years. Maybe it is an intermediate term issue
The statement that safety is the primary concern of the
residents should be in the 1st paragraph/
Unreadable legend!!
Update to current status.
Mitchell Elementary School is closed.
The left signal at Central Street and Route 28 and
Broad is an issue due to turn. Back ups at Broad street
interfere with train tracks, people don’t stop at que
line before tracks
First sentence “commuter rail is important” should be
“commuter rail are important”
Paragraph does not show the fact that the northbound
intersection is a top 5 crash site
Update with 2019 study findings. No future tense
should be included here

Add in last sentence of paragraph after ‘especially at
night,’ – “and possibly more centrally located in the
downtown area”
Im not sure this is the most up to date status. It is
fully accessible.

Consultant’s Response4
A
A - will clarify
R – Complete Streets projects ranked in previous planning
effort.

A
Take under advisement
A
Refers to Mitchell Elementary School located at Middle School
A – signal was studied as part of 2020 Central Square Study.
Refer to study.
A
A
A – will update status of studies completed in 2020

A
PA – Station is listed as ADA accessible but desire for more
accessibility was noted in outreach process
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Page #
1-18

Para. #
Parking

Code
(C,S,E)3
ed

1-18

3

E

1-18

4

S/E

1-19

1st

1-19

1

S

1-19

S

1-19

Senior
mobility
2

1-19

3

W

1-19

4

S

1-19

5

E

1-20

Zoning
for ped
access
2

Ed

1-20

E, S

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Downtown parking is a key factor within the context
of Bridgewater’s master Planning. A downtown (i.e.,
CBD) parking management plan and program could
provide downtown Bridgewater with multiple
benefits, ranging from economic benefits to safety
benefits.
First sentence, after 2017 add comma and lowercase ‘a’
after 2017
3 different sentences in this paragraph say virtually
the same thing about well managed parking plans.
The final sentence is almost entirely terms of art/catch
phrases.
What goals have we set? Not sure what this means or
references
Should there be a passage for disabled people (is there
data?)
Paragraph needs updating to represent current status.
Elder Affairs has a new van. check with Elder Affairs.
Last sentence should “Meadow Brooke” be “Stone
Meadow” also, feels Elder Affairs service should be
referred to as Towns service so it does not look like a
company name
In the 5th line it appears that “conversation” should be
switched to “conservation”
Is Homes Hill in West Bridgewater? War Memorial
Park is Ironworks Park, and does not know where
Haseotes Mass Wildlife Trail is
First sentence, “Great River Reserve” should be “Great
River Preserve”
Not sure if this is a recommendation or assessment.
Please clarify
Should add (SRTS) next to Safe Routes to School

Consultant’s Response4
A

A
Take under advisement

Goal developed by committee: minimize vehicular congestion
downtown, increase access to parking, and improve safety and
accessibility for all.
A –BAT paratransit service open to disabled people
A
A

A
Take under advisement
A
A – Discussion of how existing zoning provides an opportunity
A
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Page #
1-20

Para. #
1-3

Code
(C,S,E)3
S

1-21

1

E

1-21
1-21

2
3

S
S/E

1-21
1-21

3
3

S
E

1-21

S

1-21

MassDot
para.
4

1-22

2

S

1-22

3

S

1-22
1-22

Table 6
Tbl. 6

E
Ed

1-23

S

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
All three paragraphs state that funds “can” be used.
How would these funds be obtained or used?
The break across the pages 1-20 to 1-21 needs to be
managed so that 1-21 doesn’t look like its starting with
a fragment.
How/who- initiates the RSA?
“road safety audit” is defined in previous paragraph,
if this is the same process use RSA or at least
capitalize.
Bedford Street and what other street?
The first sentence states “Bedford Street and Street”,
what is the other Street the road safety audit was
completed for?
It’s not clear which intersection is considered as the
language is dissimilar to prior discussion
How/what needs to be done so the CMP does identify
local roadway projects eligible for TIP? Isn’t this
section essentially going to become the relevant
section of the plan?
Bridgewater Train Station is not a part of the South
Coast Rail project
Please provide a reference where the South Coast Rail
project can be found.
For last item, 2015 project, what were outcomes?
Rt 18 and High street project was completed a couple
years ago. That project is complete. Currently there is
a high potential that the historic High St. dry stone
bridge over the Town river at the entrance to the Hwy
barn and Iron Works Park will be replaced. Its being
driven by the recommended removal of the historic
Jenkins Pond Dam 100 ft south of the High Street
bridge. Impact needs to be considered.
Chris Belmonte should be Chris Delmonte

Consultant’s Response4
A – will clarify
A
A – will clarify
A
A – Grove Street
A – Grove Street
Bedford Street at Grove Street
Take under advisement – TIP eligibility requires 25% design

Take under advisement
A
A – will provide update based on available information
PA – will revise table to update Route 18 & High. Find location
to add in High Street Dam Removal Feasibility Study

A
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Missing

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)3
C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Unsafe pedestrian at train crossing on Plymouth.
Fixing this a critical issue for the Town

Consultant’s Response4
Take under advisement
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Page #
1

Line #
5.
housing

1
2
2

Figure 5-1
L3
L5

2

Figure 5.2
discussio
n

Code
(C,S,E) 6
S

E
E
S, E

C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
In general, the terms householder, household, and
housing units can be confusion. Suggest adding a call
out box on first reference of one of these to explaining
the difference, rather than waiting to the end of a
paragraph to explain.
Please show tier 1 and tier 2 towns in different colors.
Delete “when” at start of sentence it is not needed.
Combine to line 5 (Student…) and line 7 While …) into
one to clean up redundancy and conflict.
Line 7 Increased university enrollment may explain
some of the growth. I do not think the line 7-8 sentence
is needed.
The explanation misses the real history of explosive
growth in the 1990s and early 2000s. As written, it
sounds like it was driven by the expansion of BSC.
This is not so. The mid 1980 was a period of housing
growth emanating from Boston. It extended to southern
Rhode Island. The housing pressure was so great I sold
my house in RI for 4 times its 1977 purchase price. We
had few choices in Bridgewater settling for one of the
few on still on the market in 1986.

Consultant’s Response7
A; moved explanatory table up in the document and added a
row with definitions

P; Switched to different shades of gray
A
P; we do not want to underestimate the impact the expansion
of the university would have had on increasing interest in
Bridgewater. However, we did clean up the sentences for
clarity.
Added some of this detail to take the focus off the university.

The discussion should focus on this factor not the
university. The growth of the university was really in
the 2000s especially when Deval Patrick was governor.
The growth period was when the farms in bridgewater
were being turned into subdivisions.to meet housing
demand which significantly slowed during the great
recession of 2000 to 2010. Please see the 2014 MP
housing section update for a complete explanation.
6
7

Critical=C; Substantive=S; Editorial/Spelling/Mechanics/Other=Ed
A=Accepted, P=Partially Accepted, R=Rejected
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Page #
2

Line #
Footnotes

Code
(C,S,E) 6
E, S

3

L1-3

S

3

L1-3

C

3

L2

S

3

Table 5.4

S

3

Fig 5.3

S

3

Fig 5.3

E

4

general

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
The font is too small, especially for folks like me who
have poor vision. Also please add the year of the
citation to all refences so the reader knows how the
data fits into the discussion. Too much of the date used
does not reflect Bridgewater in 2020
I suggest footnote 3 be a call out box as it is to
important to buried in a footnote.
The housing growth slowed I the early 2000s due the
recession. Recovery, like the economy, was slow and
should be properly recognized. Many people lost their
homes which opened houses up for resale.
I think it critical to include occupancy permits issued
from 2018 to present as they are numerous and likely
change the statistics developed through 2018. At a
minimum these should be acknowledged even if tables
are not modified.
Percentage is not a rate, especially when comparing
over a 10 yr period. If the percentages are per yr. so
state. This is substantially different information.
Add the date of any data included in the source line of
the table
Expanded university housing had been completed by
2018 putting more students in campus housing.
This BSU housing expansion needs to be discussed in
context of the figure. How many of the 5-19 age group
are college students? Most college freshmen are 18 or
19. Maybe this age range should be 18 to 24?
This type of staked bar graph is hard to comprehend.
May some type of line graph?
Suggestion: Cite all figures and tables in the text (Fig
5.x) or (Table 5.y) to better direct the reader.

Consultant’s Response7
-Font size of footnotes – Taken under advisement; will
explore in final production.
-Year – will review. Nearly all have dates; will add applicable
dates to those that do not.
-Footnote 3 – No longer relevant as the structure of the rest of
the text has been adjusted.
Taken under advisement.

R; We expanded table to 2019 statistics to show more recent
figures, but occupancy permits would open a different
discussion, and we cannot compare in a meaningful way to
other communities.
The percents in the table are indicating the relative rate of
change between 2010-2019 – i.e., (B-A)/A*100 for the stated
period. Adjusted the wording to clarify, but it is not intended
to reflect annual growth rates and is not stated as such.
A
P; adjusted the data to group 18-24. The data is even more
compelling now!

R; for comparing a breakdown like this, we find the stacked
bar graph most compelling.
A
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Page #
4

Line #
L 1 and
figure 5-4

4

L6

4

L10
Figure 5.5

Code
(C,S,E) 6
C

C

C, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Why is a 2014 document the primary sources of these
data? Some of it does not make sense given there is
more recent data. For example, the right-hand image of
Fig 5.4 shows a flat Growth projection for Bridgewater.
This is inconsistent with data presented in the 20202024 CPA Plan shows a clear upward trend since 2010
(9% growth from 2010 to 2017. This information must
be reconciled between the two documents. I suggest the
latter be used as it includes actual data not just old
projections. Moreover, the left hand graph shows a
clear projected increase in households making the
bridgewater element of the graph questionable. We
need to get this right.
The 0.8% increase in the sentence is not consistent with
the more recent CPA plan which suggests a population
growth of 4.4 % between 2020 and 2030. Please
reconcile

Please add a citation to Fig 5.5 after the word
population I’m not sure staggering is the proper word
but clearly data from the CPA plan show a large
increase in population. This figure is old (as of 2010).
Status data needs to reflect the current situation for
population and housing, not old projections. Note the
2020-2024 CPA plan indicates a 26% increase in 20-24
yr. old’s and 32% increase in 65 + between 2010 and
2017; and a 17% decrease 35 to 44 yr. old’s. I suggest

Consultant’s Response7
P:
Updated to use MassDOT Projections (the source used for
the CPA plan) rather than MAPC. However, note that the
CPA Plan shows 3 percent growth from 2010-2017; the 9
percent growth referred to in the CPA Plan is from 2000-2017
(see page 26 of the plan).

I cannot speak to your 4.4% calculation, but here is what we
can tell comparing the numbers in the CPA plan to the
MassDOT projections:
CPA Plan
2020: 27,997
2030: 28,674
(2.4% growth between 2020-2030)
MassDOT Projections
2020: 27,800
2030: 28,333
(1.9% growth between 2020-2030)
P; we are now using MassDOT projections, which are more
current and is the data source used in the CPA Plan. J
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E) 6

5

L2-3

S

5

L19

C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
you delete figure 5.4 and rely on the CPA plan’s data
which is more current.
I agree the trend is not unusual for a college town. I do
not concur with the statement ‘it may indicate BSU
students cannot afford to stay after graduation or they
choose to not establish roots in Bridgewater. Most
students commute from out of town or are earning
advanced degrees, hence have homes elsewhere
already and come from established residential location.
Equally important, Bridgewater’s economic structure
does not support students staying in Bridgewater.
Please reconcile the CPA plan of 83.7 Percent of
population is white versus cited data at “nearly ninety
percent”. There is no need to identify “black
American”, black is more appropriate. If you do not
have a current break down, please do not try to put
percentages on the nonwhite ethnicities. The town has
clearly increased its minority populations in the last 3
years and is likely much closer to the 16.3 percent
shown in the CPA plan. Anecdotally, the March 2020
national primary had a visible increase in minority
population relative to Bridgewater elections I worked
since 2005. The same was true of the state primary turn
out yesterday. We must get this right in this document.

Consultant’s Response7
Perhaps the commentary could be more clear, but we are
speaking to the undergraduate students who do not stay or
return once financially established, as evidenced by the
projected decrease in 35-44yo residents. We still think this is
important to note.

A few things to consider:
-This paragraph in the housing chapter is exploring
households, not individual residents. 89.9% of Bridgewater’s
households are white (as determined by the race of the “head
of householder” by ACS definitions). We can certainly add
clarification about the population’s racial breakdown, but it
won’t match perfectly to the CPA Plan because we are using
2919 ACS figures as opposed to 2017. Plus, we feel it is
important to look at household data in particular for
Bridgewater given how much of your population count
includes your group quarters populations. (Unfortunately
ACS does not provide a race breakdown for total population
in households, otherwise we would use that.)
-As to the Black/African American note – we were using the
ACS category labels, but agree with you and will adjust.
-The CPA plan’s 83.7% figure refers to the population that is
white alone (not Hispanic or Latinx); if it included all white
residents, the figure would have been 85.5%. Both figures are
helpful to explore, as “white alone, not Hispanic/Latinx” =
non-minority. When considering race alone, we do not
separate out Hispanic/Latinx residents, as that is considered
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E) 6

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)

Consultant’s Response7
an ethnicity not a race. (This prompted us to look at white,
non-Hispanic/Latinx households, which is slightly lower 88.7%). Getting into this level of detail is beyond the scope of
a master plan and is confusing to the reader, but we wanted
to provide explanation as to the difference from the CPA
plan.
(2019 ACS)

White

Population

84.9%

Households

5
5

Footnote
8
Fig 5.6

S
Comme
nt
S

Please put the date the data was collected, here and
everywhere else sources are cited.
This is consistent with the CPA plan increase of 32%
65+ 2010 to 2017.
Please include the number of foreign-born residents so
we better understand the percentages in Table 5.7 (I
estimate foreign born at ~1,400; is this correct? Does it
only include non-group housing?
Please put the source in the figure caption for better
readability. Please do this elsewhere.

6

L2 and
Fig 5-7

6

Table 5-2

E

7

Table 5.3

S

The table shows 8050 households and population of
27,397. The CPA plan shows a population of 27,434 and
households of 8,435. The latter may be due to the
householder, household definitions but maybe not.
Which is the most accurate household #? These
documents need to be consistent.

7

Table 5.3

E

Please indicate dates of Barrett derived data and
sources used and put in the caption.

White, NonHispanic/Latinx
83.5% (used in CPA
plan, but for 2017.)
88.7%

89.9% (used in this
chapter)
A; Will review for consistency throughout.
J

A; included number (1,436; ACS 2019). Because the universe
for this data table is “total population”(as opposed to “total
population in households”) it does include the group
quarters populations.
P; will expand the source to include full title to increase
readability, but we generally put the source below the table
and not with the title.
The CPA plan shows 8,435 housing units, which includes
both occupied and unoccupied. The plan further details that
7,897 of those units are occupied, which corresponds to the
number of households (# of occupied housing units = # of
households). The CPA Plan is actually assuming 7,897
households, based on 2017 ACS figures; this draft of the
housing chapter used 2018, and we have since updated to
2019.
R; the table lists the year of the ACS tables, which is what is
typically cited. We refer to BPG as a source is because we
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Line #

Code
(C,S,E) 6

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)

7
8

L 13
L 2-4

E
E

8
8

L9
Fig 5.8

E
E

9

L 4-5

S

9

L8-9; Fig
5-9 and
associate
d text.

S

Remove count from sentence as it is not needed.
Please put the definition of householder in the last
sentence in a call out box as suggested under the
opening general comments.
Add (Fig. 5.4) after communities
Trends are time based (e.g., yr. to yr.) the trends will be
clearer data using a line graph. I think the data shows
married couples appear to trend down; N Family
trending up; single parent male trending up.
Please add the census bock data being discussed to the
map so we have a complete picture of the information.
Maybe add a figure 5.1a with the data
The information as presented is confusing. Is the 44%
of the 31% or of the total household information? This
type data goes to the school demands in the future.
There was a student populations projection completed
as part of the Mitchell School project. Was the student
data generated by this building project reviewed?
committee reviewed? If not, why not? That data has the
most recent information regarding school aged
children. Please consider adding call out box with the
information from the building committee study as it
was required for state match funding.

9

Fig. 5.10

C

The data in this figure is not discussed. What is the
message the figure is trying to send?

Consultant’s Response7
defined the terms and made the checklist accordingly, while
ACS provided the numbers. Given the confusion of where
populations and households overlap — especially for a
community with such a significant group quarters — we felt
it necessary to clarify the overlap with this table. We have
moved it earlier in the chapter to clarify these terms.
A
R; moved up explanatory table and definitions earlier in
chapter.
A
P; grouped by household type rather than year, but the point
was not as clear through a line graph (we tried!).
P; added census block map on the following page.
P; revised/simplified the sentence. We did not use school
projections, which were provided by MSBA (Mass School
Building Authority) and are not analogous to ACS household
data. They have their own methodology you can review
(https://www.massschoolbuildings.org/building/prerequis
ites/enrollment_methodology). These numbers serve
different purposes, though, and would not change the
household breakdown we are reporting. We did add a
takeaway about the Mitchell School project based on MSBA’s
2017 projections, however.
(https://bridgewaterschoolproject.com/wpcontent/uploads/2019/02/Appendix-Tab-D-EnrollmentCertification.pdf) and these figures are not analogous to
household data.
A
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Page #
10

Line #
L1

Code
(C,S,E) 6
C

10

L 1-5

C

10

L 10- 5

C

10

Fig. 5.5

C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
As before, the term householder should be defined.
Please include definitions of these terms in the chapter
introduction and if necessary, repeat where the
discussion is made.
The discussion completely ignores the 65+ age group. It
appears our 65+ percentage is a lower than other
towns. Elsewhere it is stated that age group is
increasing. How does this affect our housing needs?

The paragraph has no connection to Table 5.5 of which
the data is not discussed. Please delete the table or
discuss its importance to the housing chapter. The
paragraph should have the appendix figures referenced
inserted after it to support the discussion. Unless
people memorize the complex census-block
nomenclature using the designations in the discussion
become meaningless. Better to insert the information
discussed into the blocks on a map or to characterize
the census blocks in a simpler manner.
The appendix figure does not have the census block
identifiers so one cannot cross reference the discussion
to the figure. Moreover, the highest median income
bock corresponds to the housing developments over
the bast 20 years. This has some importance.
The rows indicate the householder’s median income. Is
the term householder correct as it implies a single
owner? Please review and check this type terminology
throughout the chapter and make it consistent. I think
you mean household median income.

Consultant’s Response7
R; it is defined in the text here, and now is also defined at
chapter intro.
P; will add more clarity about aging population, although
this was already discussed. Bridgewater’s *current* 65+
population is lower than Halifax, Middleborough, and
Raynham, but higher than East Bridgewater and on par with
West Bridgewater. It is not a huge difference and is likely
only lower because the 15-24 householder is so much higher
than other communities.
P:
The paragraph specifically references age cohorts in
Bridgewater and its relationship to income when compared
to larger geographies, so we find the table helpful. We did
remove language referring to specific block group numbers.
The map will be moved into the following page.

Yes, we agree this is noteworthy! Will update text once the
map is updated to reflect 2019 ACS (currently it uses 2018
ACS and there are some shifts, although not dramatic ones).
Householder indicates “Head of Household” as reported by
the household responding to the survey; it does not indicate
a single owner. The figures are median household income,
but for purposes of analyzing by age, ACS breaks down
household incomes according to the age of the “head of
householder.” This definition for “head of household” is
explained in the paragraph preceding the table.
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Page #
10.

Line #
Fig 5.5

Code
(C,S,E) 6
S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
The overall annual median income is ~$4,000 more
than stated in the CPA plan ($92,289 vs. $88,640). Given
the likelihood of data from two different years it may
be worthwhile to point out the large increase year over
year as it likely indicates more affluent people are
rapidly moving into town. Also, the 65+ households
demonstrate the much lower income levels of folks
who are most likely retired. This is also worthy of
noting in the discussion. How does it affect our
housing planning?

Consultant’s Response7
PA:
-The CPA plan uses 2017 ACS data whereas this is using 2018
ACS data. (We have since updated to ACS 2019.) ACS 2017
data for comparison communities indicate that this increase
is not unusual for the area (see two examples below), but
further analysis is outside of the scope of a master plan.
Median Household Income, Other Examples:
Halifax 2017 ACS: 77,993
Halifax 2018 ACS: 92,111
Whitman 2017 ACS: 79,705
Whitman 2018 ACS: 83,066

11
11

4
Table 5.6

E
S

Add a reference to table 5.6 after 1940.
Why does the total household number differ from that
discussed under Table 5.4? How does this delta impact
our thinking? Which is correct?

11

Table 5.6

E

11

L 10

E

11

L 17

E

12

L 8 and
11-16

E, S

The date “2014 and later column” should be 2014 to
2018 based on the cited source. Not having a defined
end year makes it appear as it is 2020 current.
Provide a reference as (Appendix Map 5.5). Inclusion of
term “as shown in” is not necessary.
The sentences ending with “… in 2017” and beginning
with “Another…. “ are two different concepts. Please
make the latter sentence the start of a new paragraph to
clarify the discussion.
In line 8 please indicate the date the records considered
stop. Is it as of 2018, 2019, July of 2020?

-We can add income information for 65+ households but it
will be more dated, as detailed CHAS data from HUD lags
by a few years.
A
Housing units includes both occupied and unoccupied. The
number of occupied housing units = households; the number
of total housing units will be greater, as it includes vacant
units.
These are the ACS descriptions, but we will update.
P; will adjust when noticed.
A; adjusted for clarity.

A
R
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E) 6

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
L 11-16: This started with a long, complicated sentence.
Simplify by breaking the ideas down in less convoluted
sentences.
End sentence in Line 13 … (289 units). The sentence
starting with Current, 16… should follow.

12

L 17

E

12

Fig. 5.2

E

13

L4

E

13

Table 5.8

E

14
14
14
14

L3
L4
L5
L7

E
E
E
E

14

L 10

E

Move the litany of future developments to the end of
the paragraph. add Curve Street 40B project Pratt Town
40B project (x units) and its adjacent development is
nearing completion, a xxx unit apartment complex at
Pleasant and xxxx is under construction. If those
nearing completion have been added to the housing
units in early discussions it should be so noted. It
would be a good idea to include a list or table showing
what is under development since 2018 and the total
number of units and # of 40B units.
Remove the “s “from lives. It should be singular based
on what is being conveyed.
Please put the legend as left and right y axis titles to
avoid confusion.
Suggest you add after “… median” assessed value of
owner-occupied units
Delete , “as well as” and insert “and” in its stead
replace home with assessed and add as of 201? To
caption
Suggest replacing “as well as” with “and
Replace “by the way of” with “for”
Remove the () phrase as it is irrelevant to the town
Suggest inserting a return after …municipalities). to
separate the two concepts of the paragraph.
Remove the words “that while” They are not necessary

Consultant’s Response7
A

Will do what we can! Added detail about Duxburrow Estates
but need to follow up about the status of Prattown as it is not
listed on the SHI in any recognizable form and appears to be
in phases.

A
A
R; ACS home values are reported by the respondent, not the
assessor.
R; see above
R
A
R
A
PA – “that” is not necessary; “while” is without restructuring
sentence.
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Page #
14

Line #
L 11

Code
(C,S,E) 6
E

14

Table 5.7

E

14

E
Paragrap
h to right
of Table

14

E

15

Table 5.7
(5.9)
Fig5-13

15

L 1-3

S

15

Footnote

E

16

L 2-3

E, S

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Replace both “their” words and replace the second
with “but the town’s”

Consultant’s Response7
A

Replace “meaning a” with “consequently”
It should be Table 5.9. Not sure if this changes
subsequent table numbers
Figure 5-13 is below not above the location

R; removed sentence
A; thank you!

The paragraph is too wordy: I suggest the next sentence
change “in relation to the” with “relative to”

A

Insert a period after communities and start a new
sentence: The average 2018 single family property tax is
7.3 percent of the median…

A

I can not validate the equivalent to 5.0 as I calculate it at
5.5 % based on the Table’s data. Nor can I recreate the
data using the data included in table 5.8. Suggest
adding the median income to the table to make the
discussion clearer and QA check the calculations

The table was an average of the years 2011-2020 and was not
applicable to the paragraph text, which was referring to 2018
specifically. The table is removed in the revised chapter, as it
seems confusing and doesn’t add much. Fig. 4.13 now uses
2019 numbers and we’ve added data labels to the graph for
clarity.
A

The average tax bill data column has extra digits in the
cells. Round off numbers to fix?
Please put axis label next to the axis they represent.
Suggest this be done for all double y axis figures
Does the data include new builds in the past 2 years?
The town has been very active with new occupancy
permits. Are those considered the chapter? Maybe a
table showing builds by subdivision.
As before, add the year of the source. Don’t put
relevant information in footnotes; suggest call out
boxes to ensure proper attention in the discussion.
Add percent after Twenty-eight
How were the percentages shown derived? % of what?

A

A
A; pending. Will add with assistance from Town.

A
Number of households who are cost burdened (i.e., spending
more than 30% of income on housing)/ total number
households x 100 = percent of cost-burdened households. In
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Line #

Code
(C,S,E) 6

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)

16

L 1-5

S

The two percentages sum to 67%; the missing 33% is
substantive and needs discussion

16

Figure
5.15

E

17

L1

S

17

Table 5.8

E, S

Suggest a distinct line be placed between the 2 figures
to provide clarity. This may be a place where a stacked
bar graph is appropriate as the data are not time based.
(E.g. not column based)
Please reconcile the $84,100 median income with the
data in Table 5.5 which states it is $92,289. This is a
significant delta and needs addressing
The data do not line up with the column headers. It is
not clear what the table is telling use. Maybe it is not
needed.

17

L 9- 15

E

18

Table 5.9

S

The discussion here would benefit from a figure
displaying the census block with the data under
discussion. My head starts to spin having to go to
figures in the appendix with insufficient data detail
than back to the text. Help the reader by including the
figures in the text.
What do the zeros in the table represent? If they are not
affordable housing why are they in the table? If they
are affordable, why are they contributing units 0?
Please include the sum of the SHI units in the table.
Please add the subdivision names to the table.

18

L 11-12

E

Add a period after HAMFI and capitalize Thirty-three,
remove “would” as they do qualify based on the %.

Consultant’s Response7
this case, 2,025 households spend more than 30% of their
income on housing, divided by 7,895 total households. This is
based on 2017 data, as that is the most recent year for which
CHAS data is available.
They shouldn’t be added up. It is saying that 45 percent of
renters are cost-burdened, and 22 percent of homeowners are
cost-burdened.
A; switched to stacked bar graph. Agreed it makes the point
more clear!
PA - The former is for the Brockton Metro Area, of which
Bridgewater is considered a part, and the latter is for
Bridgewater. Will ensure wording is clear.
A – Will clarify it is Bridgewater’s median sale price (which is
then compared to maximum affordability calculations for
Bridgewater and Metro Area). The paragraph explains the
comparison the graph is making.
Moving maps into chapter during final production.

PA – Will clarify that the zero means that a year passed
without issuance of a building permit; this brings the units to
zero but they retain their status and will be added once a
building permit is issued.
A – Will include sum
Pending – Please provide specifics. These are the names as
reported to DHCD for the SHI.
PA – will restructure sentence and subsequent ones by
pulling the definition of LMI out of the main text as a text
box, which will change flow of subsequent sentences.
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Code
(C,S,E) 6

Page #

Line #

19
19

L1

19

Table 5.10

S

19

Table5.10

S

L1

E
E, S

19

Table 5.10

S

20

1st
paragrap
h

E

20

L 17

S

20

L 24-24

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Line 12 Delete While. It is not needed to make the
point.
Add a period after … LMI)
The words starting with “These….” are unclear as is
the rest of the paragraph. Start a new paragraph with
“Twenty-eight …” This sentence doesn’t really
address the current paragraph’s lead sentence.
Suggest adding data on total rental and owner unit
occupancy rates. If extremely low, it supports more
need for more diverse housing, if high maybe the rents
are too high. Again, this ultimately goes to support the
goals and strategies.
Please identify by name the 2016 Downtown
Bridgewater Plan. Is it the OCPC economic study? Is it
the complete streets study?
Regardless, amplify findings especially relevant
economic draw as related to housing or housing.
Last sentence: please include the two goals referenced.
Without that it is not clear what is being stated.
Work to have the entire Table on one page. not split
across pages. Please note the Housing Trust is not
functional and why. It is important to goal setting.
What does the term “commonly tight sols” mean? As
geochemist I do not recognize the term. We also
developed a USGS soils data driven map in 2014 to
help address developable land. To bad that is not part
of this as it might help identify good places for housing
development.
This information needs clear identification and
discussion on the Open space chapter. Past master
plans have identified this as key need.

Consultant’s Response7
PA – See above.
A

PA – Will look to where to incorporate this data, but not for
this table. Unclear how high occupancy rates would indicate
that rents are too high.
PA - This refers to the OCPC’s Housing Production Plan, but
will take under advisement to examine the Downtown
Bridgewater Plan’s housing goals, as well.

A
PA:
-Not feasible to guarantee all tables span one page but will
adjust all so column labels repeat across page breaks.
-Will adjust AHT description, but we are not sure of the
“why” – just that it is not currently active.
PA:
-Language from OCPC’s Housing Production Plan; refers to
compact soil. Will adjust terminology.
-Soils map included in Land Use chapter.
Taken under advisement for Open Space chapter.

49

Bridgewater Comprehensive Master Plan
Compiled Comment Resolution Matrix
March 2021

4. HOUSING
Page #
20

Line #
L26-27

Code
(C,S,E) 6
S

21

L5

E

21

L 11

E

21

L 13

E

Appendi
ces

All

C, E

Mar 5.1

Map 5.2

E, S

E, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
This should state the Town is currently planning to
upgrade the sewer treatment system and discus how
this might affect housing. Also, should be noted the
facilities chapter. Such information helps with overall
coordination of overlapping issues/concerns and
opportunities.
State the opportunities in a more direct manner.
Remove the ..ing from implementing and enduring;
also all other opportunities Implement, explore,
ensure, Utilize, Establish, provide stronger statements.
Define “liberal” in this context. Does not seem
necessary to quality it this way without better
definition of the term.
Delete or from the and/or as it is meaningless in this
context
Imbed these figures in the text where the data is
discussed. This will make the document easier to read
and follow.
The legend box content should be explained in the
captions. Also Block Groups (BG) should be larger in
the maps so the reader does not have to search for them
in the map. Consider colorizing the block groups in a
census track with the color chosen to help the reader
relate to the various detailed discussions in the text.
I had to give a simple number connotation to the Block
Groups discussed in the text to easily find and relate to
them.
Keep the red coloring on the boundaries of census
block groups/ BK groups for easier differentiation of
the data. Also round the ranges to 0 decimals unless
the date as statistically parsed. How were the ranges
selected? Note the data is 3 years old and the major
housing developments in town may change the

Consultant’s Response7
PA - Will add that plans to upgrade the sewer treatment
system are underway.

Taken under advisement. Direct language sounds more like a
recommendation than a potential opportunity to explore.
A – will reword; meaning less restrictive, easier to
accomplish, fewer hoops to jump through, etc. J
A
A; working on integrating maps into the chapters where
applicable.
P: Not sure how to explain the legend box more clearly, but
we can add a description of what a block group is.
Text enlarged, but we deliberately chose not to color the
block groups on the map.

R: “Keep the red coloring on the boundaries of census block groups/
BK groups for easier differentiation of the data.” The thick lines
were only used on the first map because showing the distinct
block groups was the purpose of that map. In our opinion it
would be distracting and clash with other maps.
R: “Also round the ranges to 0 decimals unless the date as
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E) 6

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
distribution especially 4251.01 BG2 and 5252.04 BG2
where major buildouts have occurred since 2018.
Suggest adding striping or some other designation to
make sure the plan reflects growth today not 2017. You
could differentiate this based on occupancy permits
issued since 2017.
This also begs that the over 65 age housing be mapped
since this a growing population in BWTR.

Consultant’s Response7
statistically parsed. How were the ranges selected?” We use either
natural breaks or equal intervals depending on what works
best for a particular map. We could edit the legend
superficially to round, but it does not change the actual data
breakdown.
R: “You could differentiate this based on occupancy permits issued
since 2017.” This data is from American Community Survey
based on a rolling average of the previous 5 years. We
updated to 2019 ACS but we cannot update their data based
on occupancy permits.
A: “This also begs that the over 65 age housing be mapped since
this a growing population in BWTR.” Included a map for this.

Map 5.3
Map 5.4

Map 5.5

E

Legend is much better regarding ranges
Add red census block lines to the map to better
differentiate the data. The two highest $ colors
differentiations are hard to see on the map consider
change these. There are households in the white area.
why is that not colorized? The Elm St census blocks
misrepresent that area much of it is wetlands with no
housing hence breakdown by BG will better represent
the income distribution in BWTR

J
PA:
-Census blocks are not the emphasis of the map, as the data is
focused on parcels.
-Increased the difference in color shading for increased
visibility.
-White areas do not have data reported for the census block.
-Not sure if you intend BG to mean block group, as that is
already how the map is broken down and is the smallest
geographic breakdown for this data.

Please reduce the size of the legend so the data in the
map can be easier to see.

PA:
-Census blocks are not the emphasis of the map, as the data is
focused on parcels.

Also suggest a different color scheme be used to
identify the data shown. Maybe rainbow color scheme.
Map 5.6

Like Map 5.5. The legend’s color palette is much better.
Turn the census block boundaries red. The Map does

-R: It is common to use gradient color schemes for data
spreading over a spectrum of values (as opposed to
illustrating distinct categories.)
PA:
-Census blocks are not the emphasis of the map, as the data is
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Line #

Code
(C,S,E) 6

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
not show new developments since 2017. Those
locations could be shown in black to give a better
awareness of where major developments are occurring
today.

Consultant’s Response7
focused on parcels.
-Editing the maps to reflect additional data beyond what is
available through the assessor’s office is beyond our scope,
but we can add a narrative textbox on the map explaining
that the data may not reflect recent developments.
-We have adjusted the breakdown of years to emphasize
newer development.
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Page #
0

Para. #
0

Code
(C,S,E) 8
S

0

0

S

0

0

C

0

0

S

0

0

C

0

0

S

1

2, last 3
lines

E

8
9

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
In the future please provide line numbered document to
help the reviewer address specific one- or two-word
comments.
I find the document not tightly written in many places;
examples are not clearly separating discussions of
national, state trends and our local condition status.
I strongly recommend a succinct summary of the
findings relative to Bridgewater be included. Otherwise
it is difficult to sort out Bridgewater’s current conditions
and the ability to tie goals and strategies to the findings.
Some of the prior reports or planning documents do not
have a date included or are not cited. This is important
for setting stage and frankly understanding how poorly
the Town has been in implementing economic
development over the past 5 yrs. Will try to identify
these shortcomings in a line by line review
We discussed at length the inability of BWTR to
substantially increase it commercial tax base due to the
limited available land. That issue is not considered in
this chapter and MUST be as we need to set a proper
stage for how much economic growth we can expect and
if it can affect the tax base.
The chapter does not address vulnerability concerns as
laid out in the Comprehensive Vulnerability Plan.
Vulnerability to climate and other factors may
substantially affect our ability to grow economically and
should be included.
“Non-taxpaying organizations like Bridgewater State
University (BSU )or the state prison pay wages and
provide many jobs in Bridgewater. BSU in particular

Consultant’s Response9
A
P; Take under advisement
P; further discussion required on how to best address this;
bullets? Before Introduction? Goals and strategies still
pending.
A

A; language included on page 11.

R

A

Critical=C; Substantive=S; Editorial/Spelling/Mechanics/Other=Ed
A=Accepted, P=Partially Accepted, R=Rejected
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Code
(C,S,E) 8

Page #

Para. #

1

S

2

Footnote
3
3

2

4

E

2

Table 6.1

S

2

1

E,S

C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
presents partnership opportunities that could enhance
the Town’s economic development efforts.”
Footnote 3. Point-in-time needs to be defined. Do not
assume the reader knows what you know.
Paragraph fails to recognize that commercial/business
equipment is taxed at 5%. This is likely a significant
revenue source and can be in future. I know because I
paid a depreciated tax on my equipment when I had a
state registered business run out of my home.
A town’s labor force includes all residents age 16 and
over who are currently employed or looking for work.
In 2018, Bridgewater’s labor force1 included 15,657
people and its labor force participation rate was 67.6
percent, essentially on par with the statewide rate ( 67.1
percent). Still, Bridgewater’s labor force participation
rate (68.2 percent.2) fell below the average rate of peer
group communities. Table 6.1 reports basic labor force
and unemployment statistics for the same
communities.3
Why is Bridgewater’s Labor Force participation rate
blank?
Twenty-one percent of Bridgewater’s labor force works
in Bridgewater (Fig. 6.1), . While slightly lower than the
county and state rates for people living and working in
the same city or town, it is in line with the median (21
percent) among the comparison towns.4 The remaining
79 percent commutes to non-local jobs, principally in
Brockton, Boston, West Bridgewater, Taunton, Easton,
and

Consultant’s Response9
A
R; not pertinent to conversation happening on the page re:
town-wide trends of work location, earnings, educational
attainment.
A

A
A

Don’t need excess words.
Are this listed in rank order? If so, so state. If not please
set these up in rank order so the reader knows where
BWTR fits.
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Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E) 8

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)

2

Table 6.1

Ed

2

Table 6.1

E

3

1

S

Appears that Labor Force Column is missing
information or misaligned. Bridgewater Labor Force
Participation Box is empty
Bridgewater Labor Force Participation rate missing (or is
column misaligned?)
Maps 1.1 and 1.2 (Appendix) illustrate the commuting
destinations of Bridgewater residents and the place of
residence for commuters to Bridgewater jobs.

3

2

E, S

Why not put maps in the text here? Much easier to
understand the text and discussion if readily available to
view and interpret!
There is a consistent link between means of
transportation to work and median earnings for
Bridgewater residents. Only 3.7 percent ride the
commuter rail to work. Residents using public
transportation earn significantly more, on average, than
residents commuting to work in other ways (Table 6.2).
In 2018, for each dollar earned by Bridgewater residents,
commuter rail users earned $1.91. This indicates public
transportation users had significantly higher paying jobs
outside of town.
The lowest wage earners walked to work, making $0.15
per dollar earned townwide.6 Nationally It is common
for walkers-to-work earn less than the general labor
force. However, this difference is more evident in
Bridgewater.

3

Fig 6.2

E, S

It is hard to accept this without a national or
Commonwealth number for comparison.
The bullets in the legend are too small to clearly see the
color differences; Interesting that 4.5% of the labor force
works at home. Has COVID changed this permanently?

Consultant’s Response9
A
A
A; will revise in final production

P; took into account most edits here

P; take under advisement

P; bullets enlarged and footnote added that analysis does not
take into account the recent impacts of COVID-19. Cannot
undertake new analysis at this point.
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Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E) 8

3

Table 6.2

C

4

1

E, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Should this potential change be addressed in the Master
Plan?
Does the table caption refer to individuals or household
income? Could be a big difference. Define the ratio
what to what? I submit the true transportation question
should exclude the work at home #. It is so large it is
biasing the overall median ratios especially for BWTR.
Our WFH earnings are more that 45% higher than the
comparator locations. What does the modified ratios tell
us about our commuters? Our economic status?
…available to people and the wages they are likely to
earn over time. Fig. 6.3 presents educational attainment
statistics for the population 25 years and over in
Bridgewater, Plymouth County, and the
Commonwealth. The data shows an ~ 28 percent
plurality of Bridgewater residents and residents of
Plymouth County. (completed a high school diploma or
equivalent (GED). In both cases, less than a quarter of
the adult population has a four-year college degree. In
Massachusetts, a high school diploma is still the highest
level of education completed by a plurality of adults as
well, but narrowly so. Over time, the gap between high
school and college has closed statewide.

Consultant’s Response9
P; the caption refers to the median earnings of workers 16
years and over with earnings in Bridgewater. The other
comments (highlighted) will be discussed internally and taken
under advisement

P; grammatical updates partially accepted and data point
added about higher degrees vs. County and State.

Suggest you address the three comparative data sets by
adding Baccalaureate and advance degree statistics
together for discussion. BWTR is well below the state
and Plymouth county for the combined statistics. Also
changes the perception of our educational base to a
plurality of Baccalaureate and higher degrees. I
calculate BWTR is 10% behind the commonwealth. Also
do not know if the those with higher degrees are also
counted in the baccalaureate category, I have 3 degrees.
What does this imply from the economic perspective?
Are greater than Baccalaureate the ones using public
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Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E) 8

4

2

S

4

3

S

4

1/Table
6.3

S

4

2

S

5

1

E

5

Table

S

6

Fig 6.4

C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
transportation, working out of town? Or not. Economic
meaning? Work from home?
A diverse labor force helps to ensure that a community’s
economy can remain dynamic and adapt to change.
Bridgewater residents tend to be concentrated in five
industries: retail trade (15.6%), health care and social
services (15.4%), educational services (11.1%),
accommodations and food service (10.2%), and
construction (7.0%).7
Same concern as above paragraph and including
supporting data. What makes up the other 40%.
The total percentages listed sum to 59%. What makes
up the other 41%? How important is this to our
economic status? Paragraph needs to be supported with
a figure or table showing all categories.
Does population include resident BSU students, causing
a skewed result of High School/Equivalent?
Should there be a statement about how BSU, BSH and
OCCC jobs appear in these lists?
Location quotients (LQ) compare a community’s
employment base with that of a larger geographic area,
called a “reference economy.”
I am concerned that the data is not comparable between
years. Note the 2008 data shows no agriculture, a large
number in 2013 and none in 2018. Clearly incomplete
data base given our small but important agricultural
base. Why are certain rows highlighted? In the greater
than upper bound for 2018, the real estate row should
not be highlighted. Please clarify and fix.
The table as presented is difficult to understand. It
would help the presentation by including total
employment in each category and percentage of the
employment vs all in town. Also include wages for all

Consultant’s Response9
P; provided clarification

A; not the point of the paragraph – we are highlighting BW’s
largest employers and someone unfamiliar with NAICS
classification will be confused if begin listing out each type of
classification and why it is classified that way. Addressed
when resolving comment above.
R; The dataset is pulled from the ACS and uses the population
25 to 64 as the universe dataset. This would not skew the final
results at the high school level.
A
A
R; industry-standard database. Some years have more detail
than others and what is made available by the state. Those
rows are highlighted because higher LQ’s

P; focusing on wages here – already spoke to employment.
Included graphic of wages by industry.
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S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
categories to provide a complete perspective of the
Town residence earning power.
The industries that tend to be strong in Bridgewater do
not necessarily pay living wages. Some of the highestwage industries in Bridgewater have a limited presence
in the employment base.
Provide data to support this statement. It is not clear
form data available in the report . It is also especially
important from an economic perspective and how we go
about fixing this problem. Which industries/commercial
entities.
The number of employers in Bridgewater increased by
18 percent from 2008 to 2018. By comparison,
Massachusetts experienced 22 % growth in employers
during the same period, and Plymouth County
establishments rose by 20 percent. …. While total
employment has increased locally, job losses have
occurred in manufacturing, wholesale trade,
information, finance and insurance, arts and
entertainment, and other services. Reduction in
employees does not always correlate with reduction in
establishments, however. Some industries that lost jobs
gained in …
Fewer employees but more employment. What is the
reason?
The statement that “industries that tend to be strong in
Bridgewater do not necessarily pay a minimum wage”
should at least be the subject of a graph or additional
discussion. Perhaps Figure 6-4 be expanded to include
highest and lowest wages and an additional column that
collate % of workers and % jobs.
Basically, this information says we are a commuter
town. How does it related to the work-from-home data

Consultant’s Response9
R; accepted in another comment addressed before this one.
Graph added

A

A; Did not expand 6-4, but added an additional graph and
explanation to elaborate.

A; answers this question in the proceeding paragraph
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Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
to better characterize this information? I’m not sure
what this means relative to BWTR.
Bridgewater’s estimated daytime population, or the
number of people present in town during regular
business hours, is 33,108.11 The daytime population can
stimulate a community’s economy by supporting local
businesses and commerce.
The data says we have~5700 people coming into tows, I
assume to work but does it include shoppers? . Since it
does not include BSU student commuters it’s a hard
number to accept. I How does this compared to the
employee statistics. Is it realistic?
Bridgewater’s daytime population rate is lower than
that of all the communities in its peer group. The
formula for estimating daytime population does not
include a college or university’s commuter students but
does include students in dormitories (“group quarters”
population).

Consultant’s Response9
P; answered the question posed. The relationship to the local
economy discussed

R; this already exists in the document

P; taken under advisement

I think a call out box with the formula would help the
uniformed reader. Please add it to the document.
This helps to explain why Dartmouth and Northampton
have a higher daytime population ratio than
Bridgewater: they have more resident students.
Nevertheless, the presence of commuter students in
Bridgewater along with the “counted” daytime
population is a potential economic opportunity.
Our ratio is low. Is that due to residence leaving town to
work elsewhere? I suggest comparing the leaving town
number to the excess daytime population to get a better
handle on how many people come to town to work,
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Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
play, or otherwise increase our daytime populations.
The net number seems high. What economic serves
would these folks need? What can we do to attract
more?
The planned reconstruction of the Elm Street Industrial
District is projected to bring additional job opportunities
into this area.
This has already happened. There has been a building
spurt already including a huge warehouse facility that
will bring in substantial revenue. I think this progress
needs to be noted/discussed since the building burst
has taken up much of the available
industrial/commercial parcels already. We do not want
to send the wrong message
Bridgewater continues to support smaller, service-based
businesses in the Central Business District (CBD) and
The CBD is not adequately discussed, and potential
development considered adequately.
The gateway districts were intended as overlay districts
but the zoning language that went through Town
Meeting represents them as districts. As a result, we
have zoning that splits parcels. The original intent of
the overlays was to prevent those entrances from
becoming like Rt 44 in Raynham. Specifically, to
preserve the character of the Town as a “rural”
community to the extend possible. I believe 3
developments have gone through the design review
process with criteria established by zoning. These
respected the design requirements. I do not want to see
this intent lost and think words will need to be added to
the action plan to ensure unwanted changes do not
occur.

Consultant’s Response9

A

A; discussed later in the chapter

A
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Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Future development is anticipated in the South Business
District, Elm Street Industrial, and Central Business
District. Table 6.7 describes the dimensional regulations
for each of the major business districts in Bridgewater.
The Town anticipates completing a zoning review and
update by December 2020.
I think we need to recognize this given the hiccup
experienced with the project established for a general
update. Many in the public feel it went to far in its
changes versus what was conveyed by management. I
think this issue will require attention on the Goals,
strategies and action plan.
The South Business District (SBD) is the town’s largest
business district. It extends north from the
Middleborough-Bridgewater town line, along Bedford
Street on Route 18 to just south of Cottage Street. This
district is approximately 3 miles long and varies in
width The SBD feeds into a BB zone north of Cottage St..
Add a discussion of this BB zone
Based on the description the district is just over 3 miles
in length. I used google earth to check the length.
The goal of the district is to encourage a variety of
planned development to maximize opportunities and to
streamline permit approvals, particularly in the
southern portion.
Please check the accuracy of this as streamlining permits
has been done town wide. I don’t recall any specific
ways to streamline in this zone.
Several substantial new buildings have been constructed
in the depicted area. These figures should be updated to
include those improvements; also discuss their
importance to the town. This reduces available parcels

Consultant’s Response9
A

A

A; checked our sources and other studies completed,

P; cannot update figures but can highlight that they may not
reflect current development. The data used is the most current
data available from the Assessor.
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(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
for commercial development and restricts our ability to
further increase revenue from those parcels. Data in this
plan needs to be as up to date as possible.
Elm Street District: The discussion no longer represents
the major commercial developments on Elm street. For
example, and new MJ growing facility was approved
and is nearly operational, a MAJOR warehouse facility
(over 300K ft2 built and opening soon). Numerous other
buildings have been approved and built. Street
improvements will be complete this summer. I think
this growth and value added to the Town must be
highlighted in this section using a before and after 3-D
graphic approach. Also, a discussion of increase revenue
per my general comment at the beginning of this review.
Also, how this reduction in available parcels impacts
economic development going forward.
Claremont Companies has already begun utility
extension there. The first map below displays the ratio
of the building and land improvements value to the land
value, while the second map indicates how

Consultant’s Response9

P; including the new information verbally but cannot do a 3D
graphic – the mapping sources will not have data that current.
Again, unsure why the distinction needs to be made of
reduction in parcels as development was the primary goal of
the District.

P; addressed comment re: Claremont. Not acting on corner
parcel as that level of specificity is not needed here and the
condition is likely to change over the course of this Master
Plan

Claremont is NOT on Elm street. It is a PDD in and of
itself west of Rt 24. It is in the OCPC Priority
Development Area (PDA) accepted about 2015. . They
have completed a new office building and well on the
way to completing construction of a 300-unit 40B
apartment building. The text needs to accurately convey
the current and immediate future conditions. This can
heavily influence strategies and action plans for the
Rt104/24 intersection. There is also a large parcel at the
corner of Elm and Pleasant St that has gone through PB
but no constructions initiated. How should we deal with
this type of incomplete development going forward?
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Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Can the OCCC and BSH payments in Lieu of taxes be
included in the south business district table?

See suggestions above. I thought the NGRID facility
near Elm St had and high revenue for the Town. Maybe
add a call out for it on the figure. Note also the white
parcel is town owned. Was given to the town for
recreational use I believe. Its one of the parcels under
consideration for the new west side fire station if my
information is correct. Call this out in the figures
The CBD includes Downtown Bridgewater and the
Common/Central Square and is a hub of activity for
Bridgewater residents and business owners. Local
businesses, public services, and several houses of
worship surround the Common. It is close to BSU and
the commuter rail. Three major state highways (RTs
104, 28, and 18) pass through Bridgewater and converge
at the Common in the CBD. The Town commissioned
several studies to support downtown revitalization,
including the 2014 Downtown Revitalization Plan, 2016
Complete Streets study, the 2013 Bicycle and Pedestrian
Connectivity and Livability Study, 2016 OCPC
Downtown Market study with Traffic analysis, 2020
Central Square Traffic options study, 2018/2019
Branding and Wayfinding Project, 2019 intersection
safety study.

Consultant’s Response9
R; Followed up with the Town for the data. Don’t believe have
official PILOT agreements with OCCC or BSU. Any money
given to the Town is in the form of a donation.
Final response: No separate written PILOT agreements with
the state institutions. The state does make PILOT payments
for the state properties according to a formula, but nothing
different than all the other towns.
A; footnotes added

A

Its critical that ALL studies be represented in tis plan
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Interesting. I have never heard of this one. Are you sure
you have the correct year and title?
Community support is strong in Bridgewater, as shown
through events like Music Alley, a summer and fall
concert series adjacent to the Town Common begun
2015. The Town coordinated and paid for permitting,
inspections, and other logistics, local businesses donated
many items, and BSU provided funding through its
University Community Initiative (UCI). A private artist
completed its mural. , The Community Preservation
Committee (CPC) also recommended funds to help
construct the “park” and the Recreation Department and
citizens provided labor to complete the venue. Music
Alley has become one of the most popular events in
Bridgewater, praised for its support of local music and
artists.26
Such as?? I edited this to reflect what and how it was
built.
Please add the Perkins Foundry to help viewers orient
themselves to the presentation. Keep callouts of
landmarks consistent visa vie and Burger King to the
second image.
Can the BSU Payment in lieu of taxes be included in the
central business district table?

Bridgewater’s Community and Economic Development
(C/ED) department is staffed by four individuals,
including the director – a position created in response to

Consultant’s Response9
A

P; take under advisement

R; Followed up with the Town for the data. Don’t believe have
official PILOT agreements with OCCC or BSU. Any money
given to the Town is in the form of a donation.
Final response: No separate written PILOT agreements with
the state institutions. BSU gifts us $51,000 annually, but that is
not a written agreement. The state does make PILOT
payments for the state properties according to a formula, but
nothing different than all the other towns.
P; accepted most of these edits, left out the CDAC because not
pertinent to today’s department
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one of the weaknesses identified in the 2014 EDSAT
report. Consistent with professionalization trends in
many local governments, C/ED consolidates planning
and zoning, economic development, conservation, and
stormwater management under one roof. It worked
closely with relevant advisory committees and citizens
to develop the Town’s 2017 Open Space and Recreation
Plan, helped consultants develop a Complete Streets
Prioritization Plan, and the 2014Downtown
Revitalization Plan and subsequent traffic studies and
assessments. There is no economic development
commission or similar entity of business leaders
working in an advisory capacity with C/ED or the
Town Manager. Notably the Town appointed a CDAC
(Community Development Action Committee) in 2010
when it transitioned to the Town Council/Town
Manager form of government. CDAC was instrumental
in the development of the 2014 Downtown
Revitalization Plan working closely with the Town
Planner and consultants. The concept was abandoned in
2016.

Consultant’s Response9

I thought the Town engineer was also under this
Department. So 5 people?

16

Table 6.8

S

16

3

S

17

1

C

What is this. If previously cited make sure the acronym
is consistent
Table indicates “Predictable Fast track permitting” is a
strength and that “lack of timelines for approvals” is a
weakness – should be clarification on how both can be
true.
Description of staff roles should be set out, rather than
just moving to a list of what they don’t do.
The Town plans to allocate ~$50 million to fund
infrastructure improvements across Bridgewater

A

A
A
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between 2020 and 20xx. The proposed Capital
Improvement Program identifies approximately
$1,665,000 in capital investment needs between 2019 and
2025.29
Please make this as current as possible
The Elm Street Industrial District is experiencing the
most activity, with street improvements funded under a
District Improvement Financing (DIF) plan approved in
2018 as well as a MassWorks grant.
Need to include the Bedford street business district.
Lots of activity there as well as other places n town.
Also does not address the industrial development on the
Halifax border off Rt 106. There is a work in progress to
install alternative energy on the “Halifax Landfill of
which ~8 acres are in BWTR. Great anticipated revenue
stream
Buildings slated for improvements include the
Memorial Building and the Mitchell School,. The town
through state grants including the Green Communities,
and Department of Energy utility incentives and Town
Capital funds upgraded to LED lighting its streetlights.
The upgrade is expected to reduce electricity costs by
~150K per year.
Note funding for both buildings is in place. Please
update the statement.
The 2021 capital budget includes provisions for a new
fire station. Recent infrastructure wins include the 142acre office park adjacent to Lake Nippenicket at
Lakeshore Center, and the McElwain School

Consultant’s Response9

A

A

R; an unnecessary ad-in and level of detail that will distract
the reader. The goal is to give a brief summary of what is to
come as a preface for the rest of the section. A detailed list of
capital improvements will change as least 2x in the span of
this Master Plan.
P; Changed to “development.” They are still noteworthy
opportunities despite being under construction and will have
long term positive impacts.
R; Not all developments need to be included here. Housing
opportunities will be discussed at that level of detail in the
housing chapter. We are just nodding to a new, well-known
example here and highlighting the interrelationship between
housing and econ, dev.
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Apartments. The McElwain School Apartments
affordable housing development is an important
example of housing innovation in Bridgewater, bringing
apartments within walking distance of the CBD and
BSU. Bridgewater’s Economic Opportunity Zone offers
hoped- vitality in an overlooked area through mixed-use
development opportunities and economic growth.

Consultant’s Response9

Please include the top 5-10 projects in the document or
in a table with cost and anticipated start and end year.
This is so we can effectively develop the action plan.
These are NOT infrastructure projects and are under
development so doesn’t belong in an opportunity
discussion
If this remains here ALL developments need to be
included as there are many 40Bs in progress or almost
completed. The opportunity is to better manage
affordable housing in the Town,
17

2

E

Downtown Bridgewater is the nucleus of the town.

A

An earlier study (2012) reported that 33 percent of
properties in the Downtown are abandoned,
deteriorated, or contaminated.

A

I do not know of this study. Please provide a citations
… the Downtown Bridgewater Consumer Survey
highlighted the need for smaller dwelling units in the
Downtown

A

What year and add citation. It important as it may be
old.
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(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Please define the period of the data is it annual,
monthly, decadal. Easy fix is to edit eh caption by
adding annual.
OCPC 2016 reported 32,285 workers lived within the
five-mile local trade area.. If 10 percent of these workers
spent at least $10 in the Downtown each week, revenues
would increase by over $1,600,00. Offering financial
incentives to Downtown businesses, with a wellintegrated mixed-use development program, likely
would keep people in the area, stimulate economic
activity, and keep commerce local. Educating businesses
and commercial operations interested in locating in the
CBD and elsewhere would likely encourage and sustain
growth.
Façade Improvement Programs are popular in small and
moderately-sized towns, and are often less expensive
than other revitalization efforts. …
Provide a current citation and reasons.
The Improvement District would ensure final applicant
approval of involvement and assign responsibility for
property renovation and repair to that applicant.
Feedback in favor of a Façade Improvement Program
has been consistent throughout the outreach process in
Bridgewater, as many of the storefronts along Main
Street do not depict a cohesive vision for the area.

Consultant’s Response9
R; does not provide that detail in the source
A

P; general knowledge from professional exposure.
R; don’t want to focus on past mistakes or discourage this as it
was a recurring topic of discussion and mentioned in many
prior studies, but definitely provides helpful context!

Note we had a CDBG grant that helped with some
affordable housing. Due to implementation issues we
did not achieve applications for a follow up CDBG grant
which would have been for a façade improvement
grant. Frankly businesses are fed up with the town
promises and failure to follow up on these. Not sure we
ae in sufficient good standing to be competitive. I hope
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the current managers ae able to do better as we move
forward
Get updated data for table
Where is formula of “if 10% of workers spent at least $10
in Downtown each week…” coming from in regard to 5
Mile Radius Market
Of the industries with a larger share of resident labor
force participants, retail trade, health care and social
assistance, manufacturing, finance and insurance, and
professional and technical services are the most
underrepresented among Bridgewater’s business
establishments. A diverse commercial and industrial

Consultant’s Response9
R – pulled from a specific study and newer data from the
source’s analysis has not been published
R – specific formula not provided for the Retail Market
Assessment in the study
P; take under advisement.

A

Interesting since we have one of the world larges
precious metals dealer in Town with two major
buildings yet we se noting on tis type business in the
document. Why not?

19

3

E, S

How does the work from home populations affect this
topic?
ACS data show that 8.0 percent of …
Define the acronym and provide a citation with year
Nationally and within the Commonwealth Co-working
spaces are rapidly growing, with over 27 million sq. ft.
as of 2016.31 A goal of Bridgewater’s 2018 Opportunity
Zone (OZ) designation is to create more innovation
spaces in the downtown area to attract entrepreneurs
and professionals from a variety of fields.

P; already cited with year
P; take under advisement but recurring theme in our research
and overlaps with university’s goals. Pre-COVID-19 but
beyond scope of Master Plan to re-do this entirely.

Where is the evidence the Town has promoted this
designation Can we be assured this will even happen in
the window available?
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The Opportunity Zone (OZ) Program designates specific
geographic areas where individuals can gain favorable
tax treatment on their capital gains by investing in
economic activity in the area.32 OZ areas are chosen
based on census tract data and are designed to stimulate
investment into lower-income tracts through a
privately-created Opportunity Fund. Bridgewater has an
Opportunity Zone (OZ) bordered by South Street to the
west, Plymouth Street to the north, and Great Hill Drive
and Summer Street to the east and south. The zone
encompasses the BSU campus and the southeastern
portion of Central Square.

Consultant’s Response9
P; unsure what “ACS discussion” this comment is referring to
– no ACS data in the text other than some tract info, which
was moved up

Please present this as a map so the reader can visualize
it better. Imbed the OZ within the CBD for perspective.
The population of Bridgewater’s OZ is 2,993 people and
the median household income is $40,769.

19

5

S

This should be before the ACS discussion as it defined
the OZ we have. Makes for more logical reading.
OZ designation has already catalyzed rezoning of the
area for mixed-use redevelopment.33 Goals for
Bridgewater’s OZ program are: redeveloping properties
abutting the Central Square, developing market-rate
housing in the Downtown, complementing BSU’s
campus improvements, encouraging..

P; information directly from MA EOHED when OZ
established. Adjusted language regarding zoning.

Text does a poor job of separating state versus BSU.
State control this.
This is patently untrue. The examples listed are not in
the OZ. The town has done little to promote the OZ
publicly. I’m not aware of any plan or literature that
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promotes it. Major shortcoming. The zoning was update
well before the OZ designation
As the university expands its campus, Bridgewater can
capture the talent being fostered there to supplement the
employment base, and share ideas and information. At
Would BSU agree with this? I think Sue has indicated
they are not in an expansion mode and I think they are
looking to unload some of the properties that acquired
over recent year.
Bridgewater’s website is outdated and not optimized as
a source of information. Economic information can be
difficult to locate, and a landing page for those
interested in learning more does not exist. Limitations of
the website overall have an impact on department-level
pages.
Plan support implementing a marketing/branding
strategy to educate visitors and residents and form a
shared identity as part of a broader business strategy.
We tried with a $15K state grant and failed miserably. It
remains the one of the top recommendations in the 2014
Downtown revitalization Plan. Need to recognize the
difficulty of this.
Bridgewater’s town departments are busy and generally
not well staffed for the functions they are expected to
carry out. Several Departments have more staff than 10
yrs. go.
The only departments that are not well staffed in the
highway and Parks and Rec. Some may be overstaffed.

Consultant’s Response9
A

A

A

P; added clarifying language

A

A staff person or group dedicated to supporting
economic development can connect with local
employers, serve as liaisons, manage independent
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research, pilot new programming, provide staff support,
seek new financing mechanisms, and host events to
magnify the department’s capabilities.
Probably true but not until the departments begin to
effectively use and manage current staff.
Leadership discussion is similar to C/ED discussion on
16. Basic interpretation is that the staff/department
members are either doing unrelated tasks or not doing
anything meaningful.
Would it be possible to include some data related to our
comparable towns? Is the commercial land in
Bridgewater under-capitalized, similarly capitalized or
over?
Is there information regarding businesses that are
receiving tax breaks as part of development deal? There
is a strong feeling in town that some business that have
come into town are given tax breaks. If that is not true it
should be brought out. If it is true amounts and time
lines should be discussed.

Generally, would be helpful to consider how to best
capture needs and desires of resident/worker/business
operator audience segments. This is vital to craft
positioning and establish guide rails on the types of
services and businesses to attract into the area

Consultant’s Response9

A

R; Upon internal deliberation, this is beyond the scope of the
Master Plan
R; Followed up with the Town for the data. There are no
businesses receiving tax breaks (TIFs, etc.)/special deals.
Some have inquired in the past. Do not give breaks due to low
tax rate.
Final response: No separate written PILOT agreements with
the state institutions. The state does make PILOT payments
for the state properties according to a formula, but nothing
different than all the other towns.
P; Take under advisement – considered each of these
populations throughout the chapter and addressed in
“Expanding the Employment Base” section. Comment is
relatively vague – more clarity required to pinpoint the issue.
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S, E

1-1

2

10
11

S, E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
Around the time that the English settlers arrived,
plague decimated… Change to: One to two years
before the English… Note: Around the time
implies it could be after they arrived. It’s likely
the decimation occurred the year before the
Pilgrim arrived
Add highlights: In 1649, Massasoit of the
Wampanoag tribe and iconic Pilgrim Myles
Standish signed the original Bridgewater land
deed, establishing the area now known as Old
Bridgewater. This old Town of Bridgewater was
chartered in 1656 by the English
This area was comprised of present-day
Bridgewater, East and West Bridgewater,
Brockton, and parts of other surrounding towns.
Present day Bridgewater was known as the South
Precinct in the colonial period incorporating as an
independent entity on June 1, 1716 (Nahum
Mitchell, 1897
ihttps://archive.org/stream/historyofearlyset00
mitcch#page/44/mode/2up, p. 45).
Old Bridgewater’s beginnings made use of the
natural landscape: bogs,….
… early years, but much faster in the 1960s,.. with
the opening of nearby highways (population grew
25 percent from 1960 to 1970). In the decades since
the 1980s as commuting took hold the population
grew 33 percent between 1970-1980, 23 percent
between 1980 to 1990, and 18 percent between

Consultant’s Response11
A

P; included many of these details, as well as additional context.
Thank you for the source; this looks like a very cool book!
We elected to use South Parish rather than South Precinct, as
they seem to be interchangeable, and this is the language used
in MHC 1981 Reconnaissance Survey Town Report.

P; incorporated changes up to 2010. Used 2019 data for
population growth; did not include projections.

Critical=C; Substantive=S; Editorial/Spelling/Mechanics/Other=Ed
A=Accepted, P=Partially Accepted, R=Rejected
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1-1
1-1
1

2
2
3

E
E
S

1-1

4

E,S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
1990-2000). Population growth as percentage
slowed to 5% from 2000 through 2010 from 25,196
to 26,562 people. (see Bridgewater Master Plan
Update 2014, page I-7 for details; Population
growth projections indicate a leveling off of
growth as compared with prior decades with a 7%
increase (to 28,421) forecast for 2010-2020 and 2%
between 2020 and 2030)
“early years” incorporates 300 of the last 350?
Final sentence starts with a relic fragment.
“healthcare” as the last word of the first sentence
is circled and questioned
“A variety of residential neighborhoods have
sprung up around the downtown center as
commuting has become an established part of life
on the south shore and Bridgewater.1”

Consultant’s Response11

A; rephrased
A; corrected
Comment unclear. Section reworded.
P; eliminated “around the downtown center” and reframed
paragraph.

… sprung around the downtown center …
Note: the locus of Town growth from the colonial
period through 1960s was contiguous to the
Central Square area as most services were near the
old railroad, the Town river industrial corridor
(list on MACRIS), and the major byways radiating
north and east from Central Square and
Bridgewater State University.
As written the statement misrepresents how
growth occurred in the Town. Suggest revision:
Residential growth since the 1980’s occurred
primary away from the Central Square and
Central Business District by converting farmland
to housing developments. Growth in these areas
continues today with major developments off
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1-1

4

E

1-1

4th

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
Curve St, Cherry Street, and Pleasant Street in the
Planned Development District across from the
Nip. There is an old map showing the locus of
housing in 1717 that primarily extends up Main St
and Central Sq area.
“Older business districts are located to the north,
while newer businesses associated with proximity
to the highways are situated to the south,
including the Bridgewater Correctional Complex
in the south-central part of town. Older
manufacturing sites lie along the riverine areas,
where preserved open spaces still contain
remnants of these earlier industries. Foundries
were located north of downtown, and the powerbased industry was located at the Town River
northerly in Bridgewater.” Not sure what powerbased means. Early on it was water, then
electricity in the early 1900’s, probably coal
somewhere along the time line.
Suggested rewording: Older business districts are
located to the north, along Broad St. newer
businesses are associated the Route 104 corridor
near the intersection with Route 24 and south on
Route 18 (Bedford St) the highest concentration
between Central Square and Winter Street.
Remove the Correctional Complex from this
paragraph as it may contribute to our economy it’s
not a major “business” driver. Add the only
working farm in Bridgewater, the Hanson Farm, is
located on Pleasant St. Its ice cream business is a
major draw in the summertime.
The Stiles and Hart Brick works are located along
the Taunton River south of Titicut Street. Should
be East of Titicut St.

Consultant’s Response11

P; incorporated most of the suggested text

P; amended to more accurately describe location relative to
Titicut St, as the street runs both N-S and E-W in areas.
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Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

1-1

4

S

1-1

4

S

1-1

Footnote 1

E

1-2

1st

E

1-2

Map

C

1-2

1

E/S

1-2

1

E

1-2

1

E

1-3

1st

E

1-3

1

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
“power-based industry”: did Bridgewater have its
own hydro-electric plant?
The operating Stiles and Hart Brickworks in the
south should be differentiated from the Stiles and
Hart Conservation land with old brickworks in the
north
Footnote incorporates multiple sources, separate
by semicolons if all are needed.
Add …form the nationally recognized Wild and
Scenic Taunton River. The Taunton River
becomes the easternmost and southern boundary
of the Town.
FIGURE __ LOCUS MAP (Source VHB
Bridgewater OSPRP 2018) is missing route 104 the
main east west route for Bridgewater. Critical to
include this route
In the third line is the phrase “Wild Scenic
Taunton River” meant to indicate that the river is a
“Wild and Scenic” river under the act?
The Town and Matfield Rivers join to form the
Taunton, a registered Wild and Scenic River, and
most of the Town’s southeastern borders.
The commuter rail is adjacent to BSU, most of the
transportation se
The relative height of the drumlins provide scenic
views from them, and add to the natural hillsides
and scenic beauty of the landscape
delete red, not needed
The first 3 paragraphs are all about Glacial land
forming, Final sentence of para 1 about mapped
wetlands doesn’t fit.

Consultant’s Response11
Phrase eliminated
A; clarification provided.

A
P; “nationally recognized” included; “easternmost” not accurate
as the NE corner protrudes more, but we did clarify that this
river creates much of the eastern and southern borders of Town.
A; new map created

A; yes, added clarification
P; now reads “the Town and Matfield Rivers, which join to form
the nationally recognized Wild and Scenic Taunton River. The
Taunton River becomes most of the Town’s eastern and
southern boundary”
A to the first part; second part unclear
A

A; reordered
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Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

3

1

E

3

2

S

1-3

4

S

1-3

Last

S, E

1-3

Last

E

1-3

Footnote

E

Most
Pages
1-4

Maps

E

1st

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
3,000 acres of wetlands are mapped, out of how
many total acres?
Were there 2 brickyards? I thought there was one
Stiles & Hart brickyard with 2 locations – one on
the Town River and one on the Taunton River.
The bricks made at both have the S&H logo on
them.
1st sentence implies sewer will be run to any home
that has a failed septic tank. Is this true?
Add a legend to the figure. Remove the definition
of the color scale from the text.
Some areas of the community have been sewered
in order to properly treat sanitary waste where
soils less suitable for septic systems where such
systems have failed over time.
Unnecessary words; remove globally
VHB Bridgewater OSRP. Globally Add the year to
such citations
Keys that relate to the colors on the maps would
be useful where they are not present.
The downtown center, Bridgewater State
University and some other more densely
populated areas ADD encompassing the older
parts of Town along Main, Summer, Pleasant, and
Plymouth Streets and newer housing complexes
south of the Nip are served by this system. Will a
sewer system map be included in the facilities
section? See page 6 of
https://vc.bridgew.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?refe
rer=https://search.yahoo.com/&httpsredir=1&art

Consultant’s Response11
A; out of roughly 18,000 acres – detail added
A; yes, this is correct. Text updated to reflect 2 locations of the
same company.

This is not the case. updated text reads “Some areas of the
community with soils less suitable for septic systems have been
sewered in order to properly treat sanitary waste where such
systems have failed over time.”
Revised maps have legends
P; reworded for clarity

A
Revised maps have legends
P; text updated.
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Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

1-4

2,3

E

1-4
1-4

Figs
4th

S, E
S, E

1-4
1-4

4
last

E
E

1-4

last

E

1-5

Fig caption

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
icle=1012&context=taunton_riv_ph1 for 2008
sewered areas.
If not, add one here; if so, cite it.
This section would flow better if these paragraphs
were switched.
Add legends to all figures.
Add the year the planning board updated the
regulations. Need for future referencing
Does OLIVER need to be defined?
However, many remaining forested areas are
mapped as Prime Forest. Add reference to the
map #
Planning Board recently upgraded its Rules and
Regulations for drainage design Cite the year it
was updated. In five years, the statement will
have little meaning
Figure __ BioMap2 Core Habitat Bridgewater
(Source: OLIVER, MASS GIS). Include year it was
updated; also, be consistent in where the caption is
placed, either above or below, pick one. And a

Consultant’s Response11

A
A; revised maps have legends

A; 2018
A; OLIVER stands for OnLIne ViewER – footnote added
A
A; 2018

Legend added in new map.
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Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
legend, see image below

Consultant’s Response11

1-5

3

E, S

Hockomock Swamp, the Matfield and Taunton
Rivers, and south central Bidgewater are mapped
as important habitats for protection. Correct
Bridgewater spelling. The Town also submitted
these rivers to the OPCP for inclusion as a Priority
Protected Area in 2013. They made it onto the
regional PPA list, note also the priority

P; PPAs added.

79

Bridgewater Comprehensive Master Plan
Compiled Comment Resolution Matrix
March 2021

6. NATURAL, CULTURAL, AND OPEN SPACE RESOURCES
Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
development areas

Consultant’s Response11

1-5

3

S

Who applied for ACEC designation of these areas?

Not sure specifically! It appears to have begun with a petition,
as the designation document states:
“On June 13, 1989, a letter of nomination signed by ten citizens
of the Commonwealth pursuant to 301 CMR 12.05(1)(a), was
received by my office. On July 11, a petition with 1,013
signatures showing support for the nomination was received by
my office. On July 26 a supplemental letter of nomination,
signed by ten citizens of the Commonwealth, was received by
my office. The nomination was accepted formally by letter on
Sep;tember [sic] 20, and the review process began.” You can
read more here:
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2016/08/vh/hockdes.pdf
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Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

1-5

4

S

5

4

S

1-5

last

S

1-6

1st and fig

S

1-6
1-6

1
2nd

E
C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
What is the basis for the “known” types of
endangered species?
Add Anadromous Fish – Alewife and Herring.
This is important critical habitat for these species
Note the 2014 Master Plan Update for the Open
space and Natural Resources update has much of
the detail I consider missing from this draft. The
draft can be found @
https://www.bridgewaterma.org/DocumentCent
er/View/415/Master-Plan-Draft-PDF?bidId= The
final was accepted by the planning board. The
town is in error by not posting the final version. I
can forward those if needed. At a minimum this
current update needs to recognize that work via
citation!
“The first the Matfield River groundwater aquifer,
located in the northeast part of Town along the
Matfield Rivers.” Note this aquifer extends under
the Town River adjacent to and north of the High
Street dam (aka, The Jenkins Pond Dam). The
State proposes to remove this privately-owned
dam, but the feasibility study did not consider this
aquifer location. This is a serious oversite and one
which needs to be addressed before any dam
removal is finalized. I think this area represents
~15% of the aquifer water source.
3rd Sentence should be broken up.
We have 3rd aquifer located near the golf course on
the old Chaffe farm being tested for water supply.
Please check with water department on status.

Consultant’s Response11
Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program identification;
added this detail.
R; these are not endangered species, but we can explore where
to include this elsewhere in the chapter. We have, however,
added substantial detail to the discussion on endangered
species.
Thank you; will review for areas we can add detail.

No longer applicable

A
P: The 2019 Annual Water Quality Report does indicate that
there are 3 aquifers but not in the area you mentioned. This
report mentions the Matfield River aquifer, Carver Pond, and
Plymouth Street. See:
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Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)

Consultant’s Response11
https://www.bridgewaterma.org/DocumentCenter/View/146
7/Annual-Water-Quality-Report?bidId=
There is a third aquifer protection district extending toward
Raynham, but mapping indicates that the source you mention
appears to be in the zone as the Carver Pond wells. See revised
Map 6.7. Also see:
https://www.bridgewaterma.org/DocumentCenter/View/289
2/Update-on-Towns-Drinking-Water-2019

1-6
6

2
2

E
S

6
1-7

2
1st

E
S

OSRP is undefined
OSRP is referenced and questioned – is there an
OSRP for Bridgewater?
Water Department should be capitalized
“Along the highway corridors, some underground
storage tanks appear to be mapped in areas
located within these groundwater recharge areas and careful monitoring of these tanks and proper
construction to prevent groundwater
contamination is important for these sites over the
long term.”
Please confirm and amplify if found true. I have
never heard of these tanks..

1-7

table

S

1-7

1

S

7

Map
image
3

E

Town river in the High Street area appears to be
the western most Matfield aquifer. Please discuss
significance given above information!
Are there or aren’t there storage tanks? If its not
known- what is keeping us from knowing?
Can the Title be moved above or below the image

S

What is a “303d list”?

1-8

Expanded acronym in text
Yes, from 2017
A
A; made the statement more certain and added detail. The
following layer is available from MassGIS to corroborate this:
https://docs.digital.mass.gov/dataset/massgis-data-massdepunderground-storage-tanks
There is also an interactive map on the Mass DEP site – enter in
Bridgewater and the zip code to see the underground tanks
(many along Rte 18, in DT and by the interchange): https://maust.windsorcloud.com/ust/facility/search?1
https://ma-ust.windsorcloud.com/ust/facility/search/list?9
Comment unclear. Previous comment about the High Street
Dam is no longer applicable.
Yes; detail added.
A
A; added definition.
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1-9

2

S

9
9

2

S
S

1-10

1

E

1-10

2

S

1-10

2

E

10

2

S

10

2

E

1-10

3

E

1-10

Fig

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
Are the referenced grants available through the
EPA? How do you get the grant?
Potentially reference MS4
Should mention the Town owns OSLGC a certified
golf course, Audubon cooperative sanctuary. ie
environmental planning, wildlife habitat
management, outreach and education, integrated
pest management, water quality, and conservation
It’s awkward to only list “Massachusetts” next to
Easton.
Same comment from Transp. Section. Is the Bay
Circuit trail a starting point for current plans in
implementation; or could it be a starting point for
if plans (or this plan) are implemented?
Should the Open Space and Recreation Plan be
discussed in fuller detail prior to this reference?
… areas in the recently completed Open Space and
Recreation Plan. Please include date of acceptance
on all plan citations
Haseotes Mass Wildlife Trail, War Memorial Park
and Holmes Hill – I believe are all in West
Bridgewater.
Iron works is one word
Bridgewater’s open space resources, including
Lake Nippenicket
no coma needed before including this is a global
correction
Concept figure needs a figure # and caption
including citation

Consultant’s Response11
The EPA and Mass DEP both have grants. Town would have to
explore application process, which we can consider as a
recommendation.
A
A; thank you for this information!

A
First part unclear.
R second part; we found that a more detailed discussion of
previous plans was best suited in issues and opportunities to
segue into chapter goals as they relate to goals in previous
plans.
R
Correct! They are all in West Bridgewater. Will revise.
Our research indicates it is two words but some sources list it as
one.
A

A
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Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

1-10

3

S

10
10

3
3

E
S

10
1-11

3
1

E
E

11

2

S

11
1-12

2
Fig

E
C

1-13

Music
Alley

S

1-13 –
1-17

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
What is a “Call to Action”, is a greenway master
plan supposed to be part of this master plant, the
open space plant, or yet another plan?
2014 Call to Action – check date
Add Titicut Conservation Area and Iron Works
Conservation Area.
Great River Preserve, not Great River Reserve
“specifically envisioned” should be replaced by a
more concrete action description
Add Titicut Conservation Area to the list of six
parklands
Iron works is one word
Fails to encompass all open space and
conservation land in Bridgewater. Ensure all
boundaries are included in the image! Text color
scheme is terrible. I know there is no control over
that.
“Acquired through Community Preservation Act
funding for outdoor music events.” Not true;
town owns ½ the alley, a private entity the other
half; Town and private landowner have an
agreement that the private land can be used as
stated. CPC funds help construct the alley as did
BSU, The Bridgewater Savings Bank, and others.
It is considered a pocket park, why as open space?
This is better characterized as cultural resource.
Comments should list whether access is limited to
any of these sites.
“Open Space” and “Passive Recreation”
description from Carver’s Pond entry should be
place in the Aldrich Road description, defined and
then referred to in the subsequent table entries.
“Conservation” use needs to be defined.

Consultant’s Response11
A; “Nunckatessett Greenway: A Call to Action” is the name of
the study. Its subheading has been added for clarity.
A; date confirmed.
A
A
A
A
Our research shows it is two words.
A; map redone

A

P; addressed as able
A
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13

Para. #

13

7 – Right
column in
table
8 – Right
column in
table
Chart

13
1-14

Table

13

Code
(C,S,E)10
E
E
S
S
E
C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
Which are 7 properties?
Unfinished sentence. “Dam here is very old
and…” proposed to add “repairs are planned”

Consultant’s Response11

First word “Acquired” Land is not acquired, built
with Community Preservation Act funding,
license to use land
The description of Carver’s Pond stop midsentence.
OSLGC Pine Street and Spruce Street
First the Park and Dam and River way are listed
on the Natural Register of historic Places.
file:///C:/Users/carlt/OneDrive/Documents/ir
on%20works/MHCRpt.PDF Note: Need to
discuss red highlights below more …; fishing site,
could add a canoe launch, (speculation or
recommendation?) Contains limited industrial
ruins and the Town River runs through it with a
bridge in good condition contained within the site
(State does not agree especially of the dam is
removed ) A private dam in poor condition, fish
ladder, and remnants of an industrial brick
buildings are also found here. Fish passage over
the dam is being studied by the state (Marine
Division) at High Street and a state/local
partnership and collaboration on park design and
historic preservation and access is strongly desired
(by whom, source?). Could be connected with
Stiles & Hart Conservation Area. Town River
Reservoir is an impoundment of Town River.
Approximately 18 acres, mostly in West
Bridgewater. The dam is deteriorated and historic.
Needs updated detail. The wetland created by the
300+ year old impoundment is ~300 acres, not 18!

A

What is this referencing? Need clarification.
A

A
What is this referencing? Need clarification.
-Canoe launch is recommendation from OSRP (will clarify)
-Text significantly edited based on current plans for
dam/bridge. BioMap2 information added.
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14

9 – Right
column in
table
9 – Right
column in
table
Table

S

1 – Right
column in
table
10 – Third
column
Table

E

14
1-15

15
15
1-16

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
West Bridgewater Conservation Commission was
not brought into the feasibility study to my
knowledge. This must be addressed going
forward. There is no BioMap 2 information on the
wetland, another major shortcoming.
“Could be connected with Stiles & Hart
Conservation Area” is questioned

Consultant’s Response11

E

Add current dam removal and potentially add
new bridge

A

C

Lake Nip… Historic Keith Homestead (state
owned) is located on the property. The Keith
Hose is not owned by the Commonwealth! The
Town acquired it and the surrounding property
with CPA $. The house and ~2 acres were sold to a
private owner with a historic deed restriction and
an expectation the house would be restored and
preserved. This has as not happened. The
surrounding land is Bridgewater owned and
conservation restriction held by fish and game, I
believe. Paragraph needs to be revised to convey
the reality of the land. State is supposed to install
canoe landing on Nip at that locations. So far has
not happened. Culturally going forward deed
restrictions need to be reviewed periodically to
ensure adherence to the agreements.
Add “Former” before playground in first sentence

A

Where did 69 acres come from? The number we
have is 74
Town River Landing/Spring Street. Remove
Selectmen from the table and text globally; we

R; it is in the 2017 OSRP update, MassGIS open space layer, and
assessors records as being 69 acres.
A

E
S

R; based on OSRP recommendation

A
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16

2 – Fourth
column
table

S

3 – Right
column in
table
7 – First
Column
10 –
Second
Column
Chart

E

1-18

Current
Planning
2

18

2

S

1-17

17
17
17
17
1-18

Consultant’s Response11

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
don’t have them anymore. Town Highway
department owns the land or just the Town. There
is no park steward for the site as it is not a park
Remove “Selectmen, Park Stewards” replace with
Town
Please clarify ownership column as some of the
land is Town owned but a deed restriction held by
another entity. Clarifying this is important for the
lay reader. I suggest adding a column for owner
and column for deed restriction holder.
Revise to say “Swimming is not currently a use”

S

Taunton River WCR – Why add WCR?

Watershed Conservation Resource; taken from 2017 OSRP.

E

TBD should be Golf Course

S

Keith Homestead – is it privately owned or owned
by MA Division of Fish and Wildlife – both are
sited.
Please present these in order of date published!

That column (which has since been removed) is for the map and
lot number, so Golf Course does not apply. We cannot find any
information about this being used as a Golf Course.
Clarified. Home is privately owned with a deed restriction.
Surrounding land is owned by state.

S, E

E

Appears to be a word missing after “Gothic
Revival”
The information about BSU may be incorrect
quote: “Various 20th century resources include
many Bridgewater State University sites, such as
the Boyden Gymnasium and Woodward and
Normal Halls, as well as a few homes on Summer
Street
and the J. Franklin McElwain House, which is
owned by the University.” We do not own a

A
R; unless specifics are provided, it is out of the scope to
approach this level of detail for a master plan element.

A

A
This is a direct quote from the 2017 OSRP
-The J. Franklin McElwain House is located at 29 Park Terrace.
https://mhc-macris.net/Details.aspx?MhcId=BRD.153.
Assessors records indicate it is owned by the Bridgewater State
College Foundation.
These are the Summer St homes owned by BSU:
-180 Summer St (Owner: Bridgewater Foundation, PO Box 42
[University mailing address])
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Code
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18

2

E

18

2

E

18

3

E

1-18

3

E

18

3

S

19

1

S

1-19

1

E

1-19

2

S

19

S

1-20

3 (last
paragraph)
1

20

1

E

20

1

S

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
“few” homes on Summer St and where is the J.
Franklin McElwain House? I’m not sure I
understand the way in which the information is
written – let’s discuss.
“Center” last word of the second sentence is
capitalized
“Central Square” first words of the third sentence,
replace with “Academy Building”
“University does mailings” in the third sentence
replace with “University mails”
Should it be “indicated” in the last sentence rather
than “indicate”?
Someone should check to see if Town acquisition
via CPA funds for Preservation Restriction is
being actively preserved as opposed to
demolitions
Include recreation needs assessment from 2015 or
2016
Interested in status on listen plans in Current
Planning
These studies have been referred to previously in
the section- should this discussion be moved
forward?
In first sentence MVP is completed. Please re-write
the first sentence
Does the “This” in the first line refer to active
farms, open space available for farming or some
other metric? Does it reflect and land moved into
conservation status?
First sentence replace first word “This” with
“Natural Farm Land”
Murray Farm should be mentioned in ‘Loss of
Farmland’

Consultant’s Response11
-26 Summer St (Owner: The Bridgewater State University
Foundation)
-400 Summer St (Owner: Mass. Commonwealth of Bridgewater
State College)
A
A
A
A; made effort plural instead (“efforts indicate”)
Comment unclear

A
R for now; will review status with Town staff.
R
A
A

A
A
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Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

1-20
20

1

S
E

20

2

E

1-21

1st

C

1-21

1st

E

1-21

1

S

1-21
21

1

E
E

21

1

E

21

1, 2

E

21
21

2
3

S
E

21

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
Update data on loss of farmland since 2013
“Pedestrian Access” text should be larger so it’s
easier to read
First sentence, revise to begin as “Both the Town
and the state have acquired”
One active group is the Natural Resources Trust of
Bridgewater. I do not believe this is an active
group. It’s on the books somewhere but needs to
be revitalized to have any impact. Likely
recommendation for the MP update
“..and yet another is the Bridgewater
Improvement Team” It’s the BIA = Bridgewater
Improvement Association. I am on the board of
directors if you need more info. It is a nonprofit
funded through a trust set up by Flora T. Little,
she setup others in town, e.g., for the Library
which is another cultural resource with its historic
room.
“Bridgewater has not completed a detailed
inventory of its conservation lands.” What is
update? Feels should be added to discussions
around future developments
Font colors are off.
Fourth sentence “One Active Group” – the Natural
Resourced Trust may be defunct
Fifth sentence “Bridgewater Improvement Team”
is “Bridgewater Improvement Association”
The ink is not the same shade in the first and
second paragraph
Re-write last sentence
First sentence can “faculty” and “professors” be
replaced with “staff”
High street dam status, and fish ladder?

Consultant’s Response11
A
A
A
A

A

It is identified here as a weakness, which will lend itself to our
recommendations. Will make the organization of this section
more clear.
A
A
A
A
A
A
A; current status discussed elsewhere in the chapter.
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Page #

Para. #

Code
(C,S,E)10

1-22

2nd

E, S

1-22

2nd

E

22

2

E

1-22

3

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite
evidence)
.. the Bridgewater Historic Society’s records” The
organization is the Old Bridgewater Historic
Society. Please correct. We are headquartered in
West Bridgewater but address history and
preservation of Old bridgewater history.
Town is seeking a new staffer who could be tasked
to represent. Please change to: The Town is
seeking staff tasked to…
First sentence revise to “The Old Bridgewater
Historic Society” – added ‘Old’
The line about the Town Staffer needs to be
modified. On assume by the time the plan is adopt
the search will be over Is the position going to be
“tasked to represent the town” or not?

Consultant’s Response11
A

A
A
A
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Page #

Line #

1

1-2

Code
(C,S,E)12
C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
In general, the description of services is written as
being current and active. However, many of these are
in the future since many of the services and high-level
organizations discussed have not been staffed and
many departments are understaffed. My suggestion is
to go to the 2016 Annul Town Report, p 35 for the
organization chart,
https://www.bridgewaterma.org/DocumentCenter/V
iew/1537/2016-Annual-Town-Report?bidId= and
include it to ensure the write-up reflects the current
status concerning staffing of several services detailed.

Consultant’s Response13

Note: many of the “departments” at the higher
organization level are really divisions (branches)
supported by the departments characterized in the
chapter as subdepartments. Recognizing the 2016
organization chart would clarify how the Town has
organized services and enable removal of the term
subdepartment which is not in our organizational
lexicon nor most of the dozens of org charts I have
developed professionally. The lack of staffing division
level entities issue should lead to an action plan item as
a critical need.

This is the language in the Town Code.

P; take under advisement, pending internal review

We included this in the appendix.

Suggest a road map describing how the chapter is
organized would help the reader anticipate what is
presented.
At a higher chapter organization level, I recommend
the facilities be presented first and services
diagrammatically linked to facilities later.
12
13

Critical=C; Substantive=S; Editorial/Spelling/Mechanics/Other=Ed
A=Accepted, P=Partially Accepted, R=Rejected
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Page #

Line #

1

10

Code
(C,S,E)12
S, E

1

9

S, E

1

9

C, E

1

14

S

1

19

C

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
The word “rarely” overstates the issue, especially since
Bridgewater is constitutionally described as the City
Known as the Town of BWTR. The MP needs to clearly
recognize this through all chapters.
Is “anticipated” the best word choice? I suggest
modifying the sentence by removing “anticipated
project” with “…fully fund the range of operational
services and facilities”. This ties the message to the
chapter title.
Based on the above comment is the term “need” the
best descriptive word for the message of these
sentences? I think the sentence and paragraph are
trying to say it takes the entire organization including
volunteers and advisory, ministerial, and regulatory
committees, commissions, and boards to make a city
function efficiently and effectively. If so, please redraft
to send a stronger message regarding city function.
This will also help set up the discussion of services and
especially the necessity of expanding the discussion to
clearly include the role of appointed multi-member
elements of the City structure as critical to moving
forward under the current form of government. It is
important the citizens of the city have a clear means to
give input on operations above and beyond citizens
comments at various legislative meetings and other
opportunities.
Please add the word revitalization to the special
projects part of the sentence. Revitalization and
commercial/industrial growth are major ongoing
discussions in BWTR. This status update needs to
message that.
The sentences must be revised to reflect its status
(currently “on hold”). The hold is due to significant
public concern regarding proposed significant changes

Consultant’s Response13
A

A

A

A

R; the recodification will be completed during the lifespan of
this Master Plan, so need remember that
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

1

20

1

23

S

1

24

S

1

27-28

E

2

3

E

2

9

E

2

18

E

2

27

E

2

23-28

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
against the original messaging of a simple cleanup of
the zoning code. This also needs to be an element in
the action plan so progress against a date certain can be
measured.
Thank you for finally recognizing the substantive and
significant work that went into 2014 effort. I remain
convinced the 2014 update was substantial.
Reference the 2017 Open Space and Recreation Plan not the needs study.
This paragraph presents a great opportunity to list in a
call out box listing all the facility relevant plans
updated in the past 3-5 years.
Move the phrase “identifying funding sources for
(replace complete) to follow the word for in line 27.
Delete “that are” from sentence; these are unnecessary
words
Start a new paragraph with Large-scale…, delete the
word “that” (in not necessary) and change require to
requiring.
Strength the sentence by using a number rather than a
few.
Delete the words “acting as decision making” and
replace with “serving as regulatory, ministerial,
advisory bodies or combinations thereof.” That is how
the Admin code describes these multimember bodies.
The chapter does not effectively recognize the critical
roles of committees, boards, and commissions under
the service discussion. Many of those listed as advisory
(not all are in fact recognize and must be) and
ministerial. If the admin code only lists them as
advisory as it does with CPC and Cultural Council, the
action must be to review the admin code and assign
correct functions under the three options above.

Consultant’s Response13

A
A
R; the chapter is already too long (40 pages). We need to be
concise and not bogged down with minutiae.
A
A
A
A
A

A
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Page #

Line #

3

Table

Code
(C,S,E)12
C, S

3

Table

C,S

3

Table

C

3

Table

C, S

4

4-20 13

S, E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Please improve the organization presentation by
including the org chart noted above and adding a
column to Table 7.2A to include all multibody standing
committees etc. supporting each department and
function. For example, I did not find reference to the
Master Plan Committee, which is supposed to support
the TM, CED and Planning Board. Nor the Energy
Committee of which I sent more detailed information
under separate cover.
Where is the Town Engineer listed, zoning enforcement
officer (operates as an independent function by MGL);
Board of Registrars operates under the Town Clerk, add
the Town Clerk is an elected position, thus serves as
division (Branch) head. Where is the Transfer Station
shown? Legally it needs to be under the Health
department and committee. Library does not keep
Town Records, the Town Clerk is charged by law with
that function. Library can house historic documents.
This status report also needs to indicate which division
(branch) directorships and department head positions
are unfilled. This leads to an action idem for this
chapter which is to fill all these positions so the town
runs more efficiently. Also note the Public Works
department is woefully understaffed. Why when the
executive office seems to add staff yearly. Maybe there
is a priority issue that needs to be addressed under the
service discussion.
There are also many commissions that have
administrative (ministerial) functions left out of the
table; an example is the Conant Center. These are
facilities that need recognition in the Table and
discussion
Town Manager also serves as the procurement officer.
That function must be recognized. Suggested action:
review the charter for key TM functions. Public

Consultant’s Response13
A; updating

A; updating

R; the Master Plan will outlive this level of detail – those
positions will be filled over the course of the Master Plan and
bringing up their current vacancies is unnecessary. Need to be
cognizant that this document spans 10+ years.

P; the table is a snapshot. Can include commissions but added
discussion not appropriate here.

P; the information was provided from the Charter, but we must
be concise, not overwhelming the reader
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

5

2

E

5
5

3
5

E
E

5

7

E, S

5

14

E, S

5

23

E

5

28

E

5

Fig 7.1

E

6

2

S, E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
sentiment is building to modify these powers. TM also
negotiates contract not just approves them. The
paragraph should be organized and parsed into the
various functions.
Make the leading sentence definitive. For example,
Bridgewater’s Finance Department responsibilities
include: …
Its collection, not collecting.
To my knowledge we do not have a Chief Collector,
only Assistant Collector. If a position is not filled the
document MUST note it.
All financial matters are reviewed for appropriateness
by … Town Manger. This endures checks and balances
are continuously in play. The approval steps could be
presented more simply and clearly in flow chart in a
call out box.
Delete “the” before Enterprise, add an s to fund. I have
not heard of a Town Charitable fund. Where is it
documented and what is its status? Maybe a call out
box to provide better visibility if it is real and
functioning.
Replace “They” with “It provides… “ (replace all
personal pronouns when not talking about a specific
individual)
Make sure this has a state level jurisdiction citation.
Not everyone gets the level of government oversight.
Term CPA has not been defined before the use of the
Acronym. Please fix
See separate submission as to changes to this
description. Please ensure the Town Clerk, per Town
Council Order, prepares an annual Town Report.

Consultant’s Response13

A
A
R; unsure why need to note. If the position is filled within the
upcoming years then this language is outdated. Turnover is
common and will likely continue to happen throughout the
course of the Master Plan. Need to be cognizant that this
document spans 10+ years.
A

P; it is in the Town Code. This section already has several
graphics and will be bogged down with another call-out box

A
R; unsure what this is in reference to because line numbering
off. The Town Code is cited.
A
A
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

6

13

E, C

7
7

7
1-24

E
S, E

7

8

S

7

7
7

9

14
17

S

E
S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Cities do not have to report this way, so it is an extra
unfunded duty of BWTR’s Town Clerk.
This is factually incorrect in several ways. Town
Council does not do planning nor issue such permits
which are issued by the PB under MGL. PBs are
responsible for the MP and site plan approval, hence
the requirement that PBs officially accept any Master
Plan changes or updates. TC has the authority to
change zoning which the PB implements through its
authority. These functions need clarification to avoid
confusion. If it is a direct lift from the admin code the
Code needs to be corrected.
Change the “t” at the end of the line to “the”
The CED and PB are theoretically supported by the
Master Plan Committee. It is advisory. As written now
MPC is supposed to lead the CMP effort. This is
another item to include in the action plan (i.e., modify
its role). But first recognize it in the discussion, in the
Table or recommend the role be changed or enforce it
as promulgated in the Admin Code.
Delete the term “comprehensive”, it is essentially
meaningless under MGL requirements and is really a
term of art.
Add “and accepted by the Planning Board” after the
word supervision
Please include all the sections required in the Master
Plan. i.e., Goals and strategies are missing.
Delete “an” in front of implementation and add an “s”
to plan
Add “each” after agent and before appointed
Put all multimember bodies the CED interacts with in a
call out box. Here is a good place to reference the MPC.

Consultant’s Response13

P; this language is in the code but modified the sentence

A
P; updated the language in the text to recognize but not
recommending a role change here.

A

A

A
P; will address this in Table on Page 3
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Page #

Line #

7

18

Code
(C,S,E)12
S

7

20

E

7
7

22
24

E
S

7

Footnot
e7

E

7

27

E

7

29

E

7

30

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Why say intermittently? it sets up the idea that it is a
ho hum activity. Delete the word to make the statement
stronger.
Also delete outside as it is not needed. regional or state
are self-explanatory “outside” organizations. OCPC
would also be an outside agency used as consultants
and for resources.
Spell “it” out. I think its non- and not-for-profit
organizations. I’m never sure what the difference is
between these two types of organization, Please
explain.
Delete “continued”. it’s unnecessary.
The grant was authored and received by the Cultural
Council. It may be administered by the CED but the
effort is Cultural Council driven which must be
recognized as the CC has ministerial duties. As above, I
am not sure if the Admin Code correctly identifies this
responsibility.
Please use the term former Town Hall. In the mid to
late 1800s it was called the “Town House”
This committee needs better description in the text;
activating it should be in the action plan.
As a city, we do not have bylaws rather we have
ordinances which is the official term as decided by the
Town Council. Please make a global correction in all
chapters
We really do not have a conservation department
rather an environmental planner. Please review and
correct to convey present status.
It “evaluates”, not they evaluate

Consultant’s Response13
A

A

A
A

P; take under advisement for the action plan. Limited
information or willingness to reactivate. This comment is the
first and only t/o this process er: doing so
A

A
A
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Page #

Line #

7

31

Code
(C,S,E)12
S

7
8

32
2-3

S
E

8

5

E

8

8

S

8

10

S

8

20

E

9

3

E

9

4

S

9

6

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Don’t assume everyone has the depth of understanding
you carry. Specifically state the Conservation
Commission in the sentence.
Town Engineer is not listed in table 7.1a
Delete “living in an”. Replace with IT department
increasingly supports essential technological advances.
Change to The Town’s commitment implement fully
digital means to …. Has increased the need for IT
specialists.
Does the Town really support the schools IT. Its news
to me
The IT offers course to the public? If so, it is a well-kept
secret.
Why include the phrase for budgeting purposes.
Suggest deleting the phase as its inclusion can cause
confusion.
Define W.E.B. on first use; delete primary - it’s not
needed
What does “enhancing the quality of living” mean in
this context? In whose eye and how?
“fostering” should be replaced with “ensuring”
Characterize ancillary services! What are they?

Consultant’s Response13
A
A
A
A
P; take under advisement
A
A
A
A; they are promoting safety and security, making Bridgewater
an overall better place to live and therefore improving the
quality of life
A

Delete “The” from beginning of sente on sentence
beginning on this line Start with Police Department
officers …

9

7

E

Who are key staff : chief, captains, lieutenants,
chaplain? etc.
Delete “frequently”. Inclusion in the sentence doesn’t
add anything to the description and makes it sound
like we will meet if needed.

A
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Page #

Line #

9

11

Code
(C,S,E)12
E

9
9
9
9

15
16
17
25-26

E
E
E
E

9

31

S

10

Fig 7.4

S, E

10

4

E

10
10
10

5
6
7-8

E
E
S

10

11

E

10

13

E

10

18

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
The Police Department offers a Citizens…Academy.
This program is designed to…. Who is the recipient of
the working relationships? Not sure what it really
means.
Add s to procedure
Delete along from “ride along” . its superfluous
start a new paragraph with other…
Move to support operations to the end of the sentence
to make the sentence more readable
Does this include the state facility populations or only
renters and owners? Is the rate low, average, or high
relative to the comparison towns and cities, especially
those with Colleges or Universities or state prisons?

Consultant’s Response13

Why not rank order this for better emphasis and easier
interpretation?
Replace preparing with training; it’s a stronger word
in this context
Delete extensively, no need for it
It is the Bridgewater Raynham Regional School District
As before, I don’t understand the order here. I suggest
listing the $ amount first and put the % of the budget in
parentheses. Does this include $ from the ambulance
fund? If not, that should be called out or the fact that it
is included noted. It’s important to separate tax funds
from other income such as ambulance receipts.
Especially applies to enterprise funds.
Reminder to not use they, we etc. The department is
responsible…
Move “Comprehensive … Plan” up to replace the same
word after Town’s in the sentence above. Then change
the last part to approved in July 2020.
Change “their” to Its apparatus …

A

A; modifications made to clarify

A
A
A
A
R; it includes the total population as defined by the ACS.
Further analysis is beyond the scope.

A
A
A
A

A
A
A
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Page #

Line #

10

20

Code
(C,S,E)12
S

10

22

E

11
11

2
12

E
FYI

11

23

E

11
12

25
2-3

E
E

12

6

E

12

Table 73

?

12

Table
7.3
9
10

S

12
12

S
?

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Does the 1.86 per 1,000 include the state facilities. It
makes some sense to include here as fire department
does service the state hospital etc.
As before, characterize this as low, high, average for
similar cities and towns.
Add “after 2018” add “to the 2019; change “from” to
“since”
Add “and serves as backup for surrounding towns.”
This program has received $ from the BSU University
Community Initiative (UCI). Check with Sue
McCombe. UCI has funded many projects in
Bridgewater over the past 5 years. I’m an advisor to the
UCI
Change “is allocated” to “housed”. The latter is better
from an organizational perspective.
Delete the extra “in”
bylaws to ordinances; Replace “There are” with “The
seven member”; add include after Department;
separate building inspector from zoning enforcement
office due to state requirement put in zoning
enforcement official
FY21, not FY201?
permit fees are a major income source,
How many weights and measures were made Is the
person who does the weights and measure an official of
the Town? If so, add the position to the organization
diagram and table
Where is the line by line data? only a total is provided
Public works is not currently an active entity
Is 120 correct? I have seen numbers as high as 300
miles. What did the 2018-2019 street and sidewalk
condition survey document determine?

Consultant’s Response13
P; as with the police data, the number is based on ACS total
population estimates. Mentioned state hospital. Additional
average calculations beyond the scope.

A
A
A

A
A
A

A
P; weights and measures data not provided in Town Report.
Position added to Table 7.2A
R; provided what we could with available data, holes are what
was missing from the Town Report
R; need clarification if that is true
A; yes the website and verified by sources. Was not made
aware that document existed until now and not available on
the Roadways website
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Page #

Line #

13

1-6

Code
(C,S,E)12
S

13

General

C, S

13

General

C, S, E

13

General

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
The Water and Sewer Board is not called out in table
7.2. Does the DPW really report to the Water and
Sewer Board rather than Town Manager?
After the discussions last CMPC meeting, I think
discussing the facilities and services under the 3
branches could help clarify the presentation. Especially
as if a visual presentation of the organization structure
is provided (see above) at the start of the services
discussion. If there are branches, then departments
make sense so use of an invented term is not needed.
Identification of branches, over division over
departments and presenting a diagrammatic org chart
would be extremely useful for organizing the status
discussion.
It is not the place of the MP to provide an org chart the
MP should use a diagram such as presented in the 2016
Annual Report to organize the discussion.
As before, I think discussion of facilities before services
could easy the presentation of this chapter. Facilities
are used to house services (services are people).
Therefore these hard structures should come first
followed by services under branches parsed by
regulatory (e.g... Boards, Commissions functions); don’t
lose sight of the Conant Center and its Board. Not sure
if the Conant Center facility is Town owned or
Privately owned.
Below is a simple diagram for a city form of
government. I found many by searching with Google
“town organization diagrams”. I submit an action is
conduct independent review of the Town’s
organization structure and administrative code with for
recommendations on efficiency improvements

Consultant’s Response13
A; updating. Language in the Town Code. Town Manager
briefings included here.
P; adding the diagram from the 2016 Town Report to the
Appendix.

R; standard layout of a pub. facilities chapter is in this format
and cannot substantially change the entire organization at this
point.

P; thank you for this. Addressed the diagram in the Appendix
along with Table 2 at the beginning of the chapter. The action
you proposed should be a separate conversation with the
Town outside of these efforts.
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Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)

Consultant’s Response13

13

6

C

R; it is the language in the Town Code.

13

11

S, E

13

13

S

Please lose the term subdepartment; its inaccurate and
diminishes the importance of departments of equal
importance to Town services
In what way does the DPW protect (its meaning is
unclear); add public in front of parking
What is the DPW role and how does it fit to “improve
traffic flow”. Suggest deleting this ill-defined term;

A
A
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

13

13

S

13

21

C, S

13

24

S

13

31

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
may support traffic flow management decisions is
better.
Note the Bridgewater Improvement Associate (BIA), a
non-profit organization, supports most of the tree
planting along town Streets, especially Main St. and
funds maintenance of the common and Little Park. Its
more than 100 yrs. of beautification efforts are funded
by its endowment. This public service should be
recognized
We do not have a “leaf and brush disposal program”;
by-the-way the Transfer Station should be under the
Board of Health as in indicated under MGL as
conveyed below.
Anyone proposing to build a new solid waste landfill,
combustion facility or transfer station is required to
submit a site suitability report to MassDEP, which
reviews the report to determine whether the parcel of
land meets specific criteria for use as the site for a solid
waste management facility. The agency forwards its
findings to the local Board of Health, which then must
decide whether or not to issue a Site Assignment for
the facility being proposed. MassDEP must also
provide the Board of Health with a site suitability
determination when the expansion of an existing
facility will require a major modification of its Site
Assignment.
BWTR does not have a staffed structures and grounds
department. Facilities and services action item?
Remove “and” in front of testing and add “for
regulatory compliance” after effluent

Consultant’s Response13

A

P; leaf and brush program stated in sources.

P; elaboration provided but there is a S & G Superintendent.
Don’t believe enough traction to warrant an action item – this
is the first and only suggestion of this & not mentioned in any
meetings
A
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Page #

Line #

13

32

Code
(C,S,E)12
E

13

13

E

13

36

C

14
14

3
6

E
E

14

8

S

14

16

S

14

17

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Replace “There are” with: The 42 …sewer lines (add
lines) and a . after lines. New sentence: The sewage
treatment plant (sewer is a pipe),
Put the volume on the same terms as sewage 5.2 m/365
= ~14,300 gal/day. A small volume relative to treated
from the sewage collection lines.
Why is the EPA/DEP required sewage treatment plant
upgrade not included here? It will be a major cost to
those who are on Town Sewage system and is a
regulatory compliance schedule. It should go to the
action plan.
Remove “;” after system replace with a ,
Remove “the’ after the word “by” and use “Town’s
Water Enterprise Fund”
Note: The Town is limited by the State in the amount of
ground water withdraw annually. This creates the
necessity of water restrictions every yr. The town is
also in the process of building a filtration facility on
High St. to alleviate excess manganese and iron which
cause discoloration in Town water supply and
generates frequent complaints. This should be noted.
Note: BIA is not an attraction it is a nonprofit, which is
the recipient of the trust funds for BWTR beautification
projects; BIA also covers the cost of the maintaining the
Common and Little Park of which the BIA recently
acquired ownership. The Little Park must be noted in
the Open space and Recreation chapter.
Discuss the Cultural Grant submitted by the Cultural
Council to assess the possible uses of the Town House
(aka Town Hall) as a cultural center. This grant also
goes to economic development. An action item will be
to act on recommendations forth coming in the next
few months.

Consultant’s Response13
A
A
A

A
P; updated with appropriate grammar use
A

A

A
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Page #

Line #

14

22

Code
(C,S,E)12
E

14

27

S

15

2

E

16

14

C

15

15-17

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Add the words after library …”commissioned and
constructed in 1872 as a Memorial to Bridgewater
Citizens killed in the “War of Northern Aggression”, a
library building, and museum for display of the Town’s
historic artifacts.
Unfortunately, a previous Library Director dismissed
the Friends of the Public library which ran the
bookstore as a fundraising arm of the library for
materials. The current Library Board of Trustees and
director working toward fixing the issue. I think it is
worth noting in the chapter as it could be an action for
the library to accomplish in the near term.
Also needed is clarification of the LBOT role as they
have certain trust accounts they oversee, and the
Admin Code unfortunately removed that authority
making the board advisory only. The Trustees are
trying to correct this to include ministerial
responsibilities
Note: this meeting frequency is pre CoVID19 and is
likely high. At least during my 10 yrs. on the LBOT,
the library did not schedule multiple meetings per day.
We need to hear from the director and Board as to
actions that the MP should include regarding the Public
Library.
It is a Parks and Recreation Commission, not a
department or otherwise. Please correct the header and
text to reflect this.
Parks and Recreation is not as active as conveyed in
this this section. The Golf Course and other active
recreation elements have long taken precedence in
Town. The new environmental planner is a step
forward to better support passive recreation needs
which are discussed somewhat under the Open Space
and Recreation chapter. From a cultural perspective

Consultant’s Response13
A

A

A

R; It is a department according to the Town Code. There is also
a Parks & Recreation Commission with five members, which is
later described.
A
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Page #

16

Line #

1

Code
(C,S,E)12

Four of the five departments listed in L 17 are not
staffed!
Change to … is charged with providing. Why? Because
they are not active in meeting these charges as the
sentence suggests.

S

16

8

16

10

S

16

General

S

16

17

S

16

24

S

16

32

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
there are additional recreational needs on the west and
south eastern side of town. Please remove the word
active from line 15

E

Note: The 2017 Open Space and Recreation Plan has
recommendations for future recreational needs and
should be reference here.
Replace “as well as” with “and”; replace “to” with
“for”
I challenge the statement “is regularly seeking to
diversify and …”
This text assumes these actions written in the admin
code are active when they are not. The thrust here and
in other sections needs to reflect where we are, not
where we want to be. That is for the goals, strategies,
and action plan
Note the golf course property is also a Certified
Audubon Cooperative Bird Sanctuary Golf Course, 1 of
only 9 in Massachusetts and of only 473 worldwide. A
nice designation for the facility which needs
recognition.
The section must recognize the Town River Fisheries
Committee. A joint committee of BWTR and W.
Bridgewater includes citizens who advise on fisheries
issues and conduct annual fish counts at the High
Street Dam.
The admin code states it is a Commission not a
committee

Consultant’s Response13

A

A
P; take under advisement
A

A

A

A
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Page #

Line #

16

37

Code
(C,S,E)12
C

17

1-5

S

17

5

S

17

10

S

17

18

S

17

29

C

17

11

S, E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
We have a Conservation Commission not department.
Going back the organization discussion, given the
number of Commissions listed as departments, it
would be wise to develop major headers in the service
section for 1. Councils 2. Boards, 3. Commissions, and
4. Advisory That way the roles can be easily presented
under the definition of each type of body and linked to
a facility and service.
This paragraph must be the lead paragraph under
recreation as the organization chart conveys this as the
controlling body for all recreation departments.
Commission may not be the best naming but it is as it
is. Actions should reflect the need to address the admin
code and town department organization as discussed
in committee.
Superintendent of what?
CPC plays a significant role for open space, historic
preservation, and housing. It must be included at
every level where it has authorization.
This is also a ministerial body as it receives funding
and awards grants.
The Historical Commission is ministerial, advisory, and
likely regulatory as it must address several MGL
mandated topics. For example, the City cannot do
several things unless reviewed and authorized by the
HC. Specifically, removal and replacement of posited
for the Nationally Historic Registered High St. dam and
Bridge must have a signed MOU with the Historical
Commission to proceed.
This committee is ministerial, not advisory. It’s
interesting it is a 3-member Commission but has 7
members listed on the website. Action, Actin, Action…
Delete “has been utilizing the” and replace with “
voted in 2010 to authorize the ” …

Consultant’s Response13
P; edits made in Table 7.2A to address this and diagram added
in Appendix. Other information provided in the narrative (if
operate in an advisory capacity, etc.). Said in a previous
comment that not the MP’s place to create this type of chart.
Also not typically included in a MP.

A

A
A
A

A
A
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Page #

Line #

17

12

Code
(C,S,E)12
E, S

17

13

S

17

20

E, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Delete “The CPD allows” and replace with Bridgewater
citizens voted …
After “taxes” add the phrase “above a valuation of
$100,000”
Modify reviewing to review applications and
recommends spending appropriations to the Town
Council for authorization.

Consultant’s Response13
A
N/A
A

Here is the full charge from the Town Website based on
MGL. The Community Preservation Committee shall
make recommendations to the Town Council for the
acquisition, creation and preservation of open space;
for the acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation and
restoration of historic resources; for the acquisition,
creation and preservation of land for recreational use;
for the creation, preservation and support of
community housing; and for the rehabilitation or
restoration of open space, land for recreational use and
community housing that is reacquired or created as
provided in MGL c.44B. With respect to community
housing, the Community Preservation Committee shall
recommend, whenever possible, the reuse of existing
buildings or construction of new buildings on
previously developed sites. Annually, the Committee,
with the assistance of the Finance Director, shall make
budget recommendations to the Town Manager for
inclusion in the annual Town budget.
17

21-22

E, S

Replace the sentence beginning with “ The committee
with “ CPC is composed of nine members appointed by
the Town Manager subject to recommendation from
the respective committees: one member of the
Conservation Commission; one member of the
Bridgewater Historic District Commission; one member
of the Historical Commission; one member of the

A
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

18

35

?, S

19

16

E

20

23

S

20

25

E, C

20

26

E, S

20

27

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Planning Board; one member of the Affordable
Housing Trust; one member of the Housing Authority;
one member of the Open Space Committee; and one
member of the Parks and Recreation Commission.
These appointees will not require ratification from the
Town Council. The Town Manager shall appoint one
at-large member, whose appointment shall be ratified
by the Town Council.
These members bring needs from their respective
committees, boards etc. but vote independently of
those boards guided by CPA legislation and
subsequent clarifications and modifications.
Who receives the other 65 % of the budget? Also why is
the FY21 budget used here and FY19 elsewhere? Please
be consistent or develop an average funding level for
the prior 3 years to better represent appropriations.
Delete “working at the Center”. It is not needed unless
you make the same statement regarding where staff are
housed in every service description.
Please identify the three high schools the Town
Supports!
Fix the first sentence as: The BRRSD (Bridgewater
Raynham Regional School District) school committee is
an independent committee elected by both Raynham
and Bridgewater registered voters.
Restate the sentence as follows: BRRSD requests
funding from both Bridgewater and Raynham but does
not have any legislative or regulatory authority in
either municipality. OR some such rewrite
After above correction start a new sentence with: It …
and add to that “Finance Committee and Town Finance
Department” to complete the level of talking heads that
get together

Consultant’s Response13

A

A
P; there is one in the district and one vocational school. What is
the third?

A

A
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12
E

21

Table
7.6

21

E

22

Table
7.7
4-5

22
22
22
22

7
8
9
12-14

E
E
E
E

22

13-14

E

23

1

E

23

3

E

24

19

E

24

23

E, S

24

29

S

24

32

E

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Include the sum of the right-hand column so we readily
know the student population. Do this numbers reflect
the 2019-2018 Mitchell School study on student
enrollment? If not, please include so we can make
informed actions as needed here.
Please do not break the table over two pages. It makes
it hard to read.
Delete most current and replace with BRRSD
Committee FY21 budget is $75…
Add average after state; or median if that is the case
Add after “eleven” in per pupil expenditures.
Cite the Table
Add after School “approved for construction by
referendum vote (date) and scheduled for occupancy in
2022
Correct this to operational override. It does not come
from the general fund. As specific tax increase will pay
the cost.
State match covers the 43 %. Please update with
specific $ source and % reimbursement.
Update with worked as its past tense now and is now
in the final design phase
The building was known as the Town House in the
1880s
Correct the statement add a . after unused and change
“but … process” to reflect it is now the subject of curtal
council grant to evaluate its use as a cultural center.
The draft report has been submitted. The building is
also subject of a historical designation effort last I
heard. I don’t know the status of this, however. That
should be noted in the status update.
Failure to maintain the building is a major facility issue
as is same for Memorial Library Building.
Add “many of which are historically important.”

Consultant’s Response13
P; added total. Doesn’t include that studies figures because use
DESE as primary source – footnote added to clarify. See
explanation in housing chapter regarding same comment.
P; repeat header rows onto next page
A
A
A
R; already cited
A
A
A
A
P; take under advisement
A

A
A
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Page #

Line #

24
24

34
5

24

9 and
Footnot
e 56

Code
(C,S,E)12
E
E, S

E, S

24

10

S

24

11-12

C, S, E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Change “which allowed for” to “enabled”
Paragraph in not current nor total accurate. The
building was conceived and approved by Town
Meetings from 1879-1882 and approved for three
functions: 1. Public Library, 2. a Memorial to those who
gave their all in the Civil War, and 3. a museum for
display of historic artifacts (I can provide a white paper
detailing the process)
From the original applications “The proposed renovation
of this building comes as the most recent commitment to
preserve and maintain this building, despite decades of poor
building maintenance throughout Town. In 2012 the
building was affected by an earthquake, and the horsehair
plaster ceiling was dislodged from the strapping, causing the
plaster to begin to drop to the floor. The Community
Preservation Committee recommended appropriation to
replace the ceiling and the Town Council unanimously
approved the request. In 1999 the Town received State
Historic Commission grant funding to make a number of
repairs to the building and committed to preservation
restrictions on both the exterior and interior of the
structure.”
It was not a roof collapse rather the ceiling of the main
hall collapsed. Please correct the statement on line 9
This is not a correct statement. The Town has not
worked to restore it to a museum. The latest effort is to
add accessibility to the building as the plan is to house
several department heads (6 people) and upgrade the
basement for archival of documents the Town is
required to maintain under MGL.
Paragraph needs major revision. The town applied for
these grants but was not successful. The CPC
recommended and Town Council approved a $350K
appropriation for construction of accessibility ramps to

Consultant’s Response13
A
A

A

A

P; sources are not incorrect, as listed on public documents but
more detail added
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

24

26

S,E

26

4

S, E

26

7-24

C, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
the front entrance and to the basement entry at the back
of the building. The remainder of the funding is from
an operational override approved many years ago, and
department funds for interior modifications etc.
Also, a GC grant improved the heating and cooling
system.
The police building received GC $ to significantly
improve energy use and efficiency. That is captured in
the briefing to TC I previously sent.
Not sure what is being conveyed at end of line. Also
need to note the process of identify a new fire station
location is at a consultant study stage. The paragraph
needs to address this. Please clarify if the Town plans
two new stations or one.
Bullet on line 9 is no longer the case. Please correct.
Where is the information on the new water treatment
plan on High Street? Where is the treatment facility at
Cavers Pond described?

Consultant’s Response13

A
A

P; Those 2 facilities added to the list. Need to add data after
consulting with DPW
Not considering roadways here – discussed in transportation

What about the EPA and MA DEP requirements for the
treatment plan upgrade? Are we under a consent
decree?

26

25-27

C

27

4

E

Are roadways consider facilities? As noted before
there is a significant report on street and sidewalk
conditions that must be disused here as the findings
should lead to several actions under the DPW (which is
not yet fully implemented and staffed per in the admin
code description).
This building is scheduled for demolition (maybe it has
been already) and the inclusion is not appropriate other
than to note its demise.
Delete directly - not relevant

A
A
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Page #

Line #

27
27
27
27
27

5
8
10
11
13

Code
(C,S,E)12
E
E
E
E
S, E

27

15

S, E

27

19

C

27

23

E

28
28
28
28
28
28

1
2
4
6
8
9

E
E
S
E
S
S

28

25

E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Delete “for” the word is not necessary
Add “all playing fields” after including
Delete “each of”
Change “is” to “are” and delete “of”
The town owns the girls’ softball field (CPA funded)
not P&R. P&R manages and maintains the softball
fields these include the fields off Crescent plus the
other field elements as discussed.
Marathon Park was funded and built by a private
entity and carried a stipulation the Town would
maintain the park. It is now has substantial equipment
issues which I have heard are being repaired (private
funds?) but I’m not sure how real this is. Maintenance
of parks and recreational facilities should be in the
action plan. Note: CPA $ cannot be used to maintain
facilities not originally funded with CPA $.
The Town does own the Scotland field! Parcel 72-33.
Please correct
Will is not a correct statement. The department may
receive $. There is no guarantee. Please modify
Replace “has become very” with “is”
Delete “as well as”; replace with “and”
Include the maintenance facility and driving range
Add golf course between words Town’s and Enterprise
Specify what the other 56% includes
Please fix verbiage to indicate expenditures are
planned, not will as the economy and revenues dictate
what can be accomplished. This goes to all statements
regarding the capital plan. It’s a plan and only a plan.
Delete “still” not needed

Consultant’s Response13
A
A
A
A
A

A

A
R; unsure what this is referring to. Taken directly from
Enterprise fund budget.
A
A
A
A
A
R; don’t need to include this. It is user-operated.

A

Also please state the use of the building and if it
generates revenue.
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Page #

Line #

29

4

Code
(C,S,E)12
S

29

10

E

29

11-12

E

29

16-17

E

29
29

18-19
22-23

E
E

29

28

E, S

29

34

S,E

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
It was placed on the national historic registry which
made it eligible for historic credits which the current
developer accessed. I believe the P&S will be signed by
the end of 2020. This should be noted so we don’t
include an action as to next steps.
Delete “and it eventually” and replace “closed” with
“closing”
End sentence with a . after 2002. Update the purchase
reflecting current reality. a P&S signed in 2018 with the
expected closing in 2020 pending the developer’s
finalization of their financing. The closing is on track
for completion before the end of 2020 with restoration
and construction slated to begin in 2021.
The Community preservations Committee
recommended, and town Council appropriated $1.345
million from the CPA housing funds.
Delete the sentence as it is not relevant.
Delete” abuts the…” Not necessary and it is the
highway department storage unit which is slated for
demolition by…
Name the board. It’s the “Cable Advisory Committee”
and it is a three-member Committee see page 57 of the
admin code
Update the status of the G. Mitchell school project. The
old building has been raised, the School Building
Committee is meeting to approve the final building
design, ,etc.

Consultant’s Response13
A

A
P; included half of this

A
A
A
R; not what I am talking about here. They have their own
board: http://www.btvaccess.com/meet-the-team
Reluctant to use language in Town Code because doesn’t
specifically state BTV
A

Include the most recent site plan or other image to
show status.
Use building or school building when discussing.
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Page #

Line #

30
30

1
19

Code
(C,S,E)12
S
E, S

31

2

S

31

12

S, E

31
32

13
4

E
S

32

19

E, S

32

22

E

32

25

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Include the plan for post Mitchell school rebuild!
Delete “in the Town” add “at the corner of Summer
and Pleasant St.”
Consider a map showing all publicly and privately
owned cemeteries to show the magnitude of the Rec
and Parks (or is it the Highway Departments) role in
maintaining the public ones
We have not formed the Public Works Structures and
Grounds department; do not make it sound like is real.
Another action for the chapter.
Add to end of sentence “to comply with state and
federal discharge standards.” Replace “is working on
the development” with “is required to develop”. Is it
the Highway Department or CEDs responsibility?
When is the scheduled plan release? Does this need to
be in the action plan?
Delete “of” in front “of a stormwater …”
Update the paragraph with present status of the
streetlight upgrade and how it was funded.
Detail the scheduled pedestrian traffic improvements.
Status of Central Square traffic/safety improvement
project. There needs to be actions around this long
standing and much studied issue.
Replace “efforts with plans developed”; suggest
including a call out box naming the specific efforts.
Many have not been moved forward and
recommendations need to be in the action chapter.
Delete “Using” and start sentence with “These” and
adding “recommend, ….,” replace “allow for a” with
“enable”
We completed a detailed study of road and sidewalk
conditions in 209. The 2011stufy is now outdated.

Consultant’s Response13
A
P; take under advisement

R; in the Town Code
A; C/ED’s responsibility. Do not know of date of plan release –
the purpose is to acknowledge that it is being done

A
A
R; not the appropriate place for this information – belongs in
transportation
R; we go into detail below – chapter is already 40+ pages

A
P; updated with 2016 update. Could not find 2019 update.
Updated with footnote according to city staff response.
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Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

32

33

E

33

1-13

C

34

1

E

34

3

E

34

18

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Please update with the 2019 findings so appropriate
action items can be developed.

Replace “solving” with “addressing”; Resolving
implies it would actually occur and that is revenue
dependent, also delete “their” from sentence. Not
needed
Thanks for refencing this major update but that update
did not address facilities only demographics, housing,
and open space. All other chapters were reformatted to
fit 8.5 by 11 paper. I know because I chaired the Master
Plan Implementation Committee that shepherded the
revision through to Planning Board approval and
submission to the state and made the formatting
changes.
Please correct the paragraph to reflect what was done
most recently .
Would like to see copy of findings from 2018 GreatBlue
Community Survey. How does Bwtr compare to like
towns in satisfaction around services like schools,
public works/roads, planning and zoning?
Recommend recognition and inclusion of the changing
diversity of town as well as it pertains to School
Enrollment and Population Changes. It’s mentioned in
Community Outreach Summary (Table 7.12) Row titled
‘CMPC Meeting’
The paragraph fails to present the major
recommendations of the MVP. This is an important
document whose recommendations need to be detailed
in the MP and understood by the Town so proper

Consultant’s Response13
According to City Staff: In 2019 the Town purchased
StreetScan. It is a software program to track the surface
conditions of roads and sidewalks. The company scanned the
streets and the highway dept and finance dept use it for capital
planning. Don’t have access to it and there is not a public
facing version.
A

P; pending internal review

A

A

A
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Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

34

28

S

34

32 -36

S

34

33

E

34

34-36

C, S

35

Table
7.11

C

35

11-21

C

35

16

E, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
action items can be identified. A callout box with
urgent and important recommendations may suffice.
The recently complete central square traffic and safety
options assessment and intersection safety report need
to be included for proper development of action items
I believe the town’s population has already exceeded
the MAPC projections. Please include populations
number and put associated % in brackets.
Add Massachusetts to after Southeastern
Delete “in the state”
L34 delete “is anticipated”; revisit and revise this
paragraph after housing chapter is revised with
updated population #s
What is the Broad Street Land Purchase and Site
Improvements? The Town has a developer’s agreement
in place that has many warts and will likely be revised
again based on public and PB comments at the
continued hearing. There is nothing in that agreement
about the Town spending $800K. If it is expected the
developer provided this, the table needs to be fixed so
it doesn’t make the reader think the taxpayers will be
on the hook.
This paragraph addresses one of the most concerning
issues in Town, proper and continuous maintenance of
Town properties and facilities.
These are many actions that must be identified and
captured in the action plan.
Please start a new paragraph with Bridgewater
should… This is an incredible recommendation that
has all sorts of ramifications. The CMPC needs to
discuss this recommendation at length.

Consultant’s Response13

R; discussed in transportation chapter
A
A
P; pending internal review
R; came from the Town Managers office and it is a list of needs,
not definites.

A

A

This recommendation will require the current Charter
Review Committee’s attention as it would require a
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Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
significant change to charter and has expense/revenue
implications.

Consultant’s Response13

Given our current management status and concerns, I
could be convinced to get behind this; especially if it
carries substantial and significant authority as a
regulatory body. In that case, it must be an elected
body. Again, it has significant ramifications regarding
the role of the Town Council whose hands are tied
under the current strong Town Manager Charter.

35

23

Note

35

26

E

35

27-29

E

We already have in place many multimember bodies to
advise TM and TC. The question is: Will the legislators
and executive office actively seek input from these
appointed bodies. What are the implications in terms
of charge, role, responsibility, authority, etc., etc.,….
The executive Office has been on a hiring binge for the
executive off level for many months at the expense of
other Town Services. Transparency as to why these
hires are necessary while the highway department is
seriously understaffed are unanswered. This gets into
management and policy. How does a Master Plan
address these types of governance and policy issues?
Should it?
Please add a reference to Table or figure that supports
the cited data and make sure the figure is visible to the
reader as one reads the paragraph. As is now its hidden
on the next page.
Please change lucrative to highest revenue producer or
some such characterization. The term lucrative is
problematic under a public policy discussion.

A

R; provided in Figure 7.10

A

Please use the term “increase” rather than “rise” in
discussion revenue as it is a better accounting term.
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Page #

Line #

Code
(C,S,E)12

36

3

E

36

4

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
It’s hard to relate the percentage increases within a
category to the overall revenue increases or other
revenue elements. For example, an increase of
commercial value from $100,000 is $30,000; in contrast a
28% increase of $2,000,000 is $560,000. The actual
number is more easily understood information as it is
relative to common standard, the dollar. In terms of
real growth, the value for the industrial category is
small and the residential is large; the residential to
industrial increased value ratio is a factor of ~19. i.e.,
residential value increase relative industrial value is
~20 times higher.
An important point to convey is assessed values are
becoming even more dominated by residential and
commercial/retail values assessed values which is
concerning under a single tax rate for all properties. It
also points to the great difficulty of real gains in
industrial/commercial value especially given the
extreme limitation of properties amenable to
commercial/industrial growth, a concept we agreed
would be discussed in the status chapter.
Insert (CLP) after first use of commercial/industrial
and personal property
Modify the sentence as follows: This CLP increase is
higher than the preceding 5-yr period (2010-2015) when
it increases more slowly.
Also, the CLP validates the real growth is in residential.
The message here is the increase is good and in a good
direction. However, as above can it be sustained given
the limitations of land for industrial/commercial
growth and soon residential valuation. Which leads to
what actions can be taken to sustain the increasing
ratio, if any. If none, the MP needs to clearly articulate
the conclusion and why.

Consultant’s Response13

A
A
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Page #

Line #

36

4

36
36

5
10 - 13

Code
(C,S,E)12
S, E

S
C, S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
Insert a paragraph return after increased. There is a
change in topic and requires a new paragraph. Lose the
“in order”
Also define and discuss in more detail what growth
means here and how the named departments enable
growth. The connection is unclear and needs
justification.
Add education to the services listed
The discussion does not do justice to the town owned
properties; the associate figure (Map 7-2) is too coarse
to understand what the Town could sell and those that
cannot/should not be made available. For example,
there are at least two probably more are town owned
parcels, that could host solar energy production
facilities. If requested, I can send a google earth image
depicting those properties. Map 7.2 should reflect
major properties amenable to some high-quality
development by selling or lease. Many of the properties
shown add value to the Town as parks, a golf course,
etc. In the sentence in line 11, I think the writers are
trying to say without improvements (e.g., buildings or
other structures). The language of the discussion must
be revised to clarify some properties without structure
provide a valuable service to the town and why. The
recreational values are clear and should be identified as
such. Many parcels are drainage areas in subdivisions.
While without improvements, they serve a public
benefit by enable runoff catchment and improved
ground water infiltrations and as such cannot be
developed further. Many if the tiny parcels in the
Bridgewater Parks and Town Owned Lands GIS image
are these drainage areas and clearly associated with
subdivisions.

Consultant’s Response13
A

A
P; added Styles & Hart (interestingly, the owner is “Inhabitants
of Bridgewater” rather than “Town of Bridgewater” which is
why it did not show up in our initial search! Thank you for
pointing this out.)
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Page #

36

Line #

17-18

Code
(C,S,E)12

S

Reviewer’s Comments
(For critical or substantive comments, cite evidence)
As noted during the last CMPC meeting the Styles and
Hart Park and recent 5-acre acquisition are not shown
in Map 7.2
I think it behooves the Town to understand which
parcels can be made available or developed and those
that cannot be removed from Town ownership. This
goes to the economic development and maybe housing
and recreation chapters.
Delete the word “properly” from the sentence. It’s a
loaded term and subject to many opinions. Add the
words “to develop an understanding”

37

Table

S

Move the reference to Table 7.12 to line 16 after the
word level and delete the rest of the line 19.
I think it important to review all chapters against this
table to ensure they include discussion of the messages
developed by this process.

38

Maps

S

I hope the maps I sent prove helpful.
I think these maps should be in the main body of the
chapter for easy of discussion and reader visibility

Consultant’s Response13

A

P; will take under advisement to update each chapter during
implementation, since there may be continued discussion of
each element. This may be compiled for each element and
brought into appendix of final plan.
Thank you for the maps! We will likely relocate maps into the
text during final production following staff final review of
chapter content.
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